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Grace, mercy and peace to you from God Our Father and Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

“The centurion answered and said, Lord I am not worthy that you should come under my roof: But speak the word 
only, and my servant will be healed.” Matthew 8:8

Two remarkable statements. “I am not worthy” and “speak the word only.” How many of us could truly say we 
could utter these words?  How many of us understand, as deeply as this centurion, this pagan, who Christ is? How 
would we react to hearing them?

In effect the centurion is saying “I have no notable qualities, abilities, or importance that you should come 
under my roof.” As a Roman Centurion he has risen through the ranks. He commands 100 soldiers. He comes to a 
Jewish Rabbi, a teacher of a conquered people, and declares himself unworthy to have this member of a 
conquered race come under his roof. No doubt he could have easily forced another to comply with his wishes.

Then he recognizes Christ’s great authority over all things. “Speak the word only.” This is no small matter he 
has asked of Jesus. It is a matter of life and death.  No doubt we would want some insurance. We might even be 
indignant if Jesus would tell us we were unworthy to receive His help.

These words are not empty. The Centurion truly believes by the power of the Holy Spirit. He doesn’t hope 
Christ will heal his servant. He knows it.  Knows it enough that he is willing to make his request known, turn 
around, and go home to see his request fulfilled.

We can imagine the reaction of the crowd. Distancing themselves from him so as not to be defiled. Moving 
away as if he had the plague. They no doubt share the Centurion’s assessment that he is unworthy or Jesus’ help 
and presence at his home. In this, the crowd and the Centurion are in full agreement.

This is not what Jesus sees. He does not try to distance himself. Here is a faith so strong He has seldom 
found its equal among the children of Israel. Immediately the Centurion’s servant is healed. 

What would happen if we witnessed the same scene? Would we have merely marveled at what we had 
seen? Would it have changed our perception of the centurion? Or of ourselves? Maybe we would have thought 
that the Centurion used the right words and if we used the same right words we could get want we want as well.

Think about the pandemic and your response to it.  Think on the Centurion’s statements, and your reactions 
to events over the last five months? Do you believe you are worthy to receive God’s help? Who or what are you 
turning to? Who or what are you expecting to be the answer to the pandemic? Why do you believe what you 
believe? Why are you turning to what you’re turning too?

I challenge you to think about these questions and your honest answers to them. If you want to discuss them 
with someone or want some references to think about specific to your answers, I will be happy to do that. It is 
enough, however, that you wrestle with them. God’s blessings on your meditations.

SDG,

Pastor John 

PASTOR’S  MESSAGE



Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

School begins Wednesday, September 
2nd at 8:15am. Pray for all our 
students and staff as we open the 
doors to the 2020-2021 school year.

The school brochure was redesigned last summer and there are copies 
available at the back of church and can be mailed to you by request. Please 
help us spread the word of our school with this professional publicity tool.

2020-2021 School Year
Eventually the Box Tops program 

will become digital-only. 
Participating brands are starting to 

change their packaging from a 
traditional Box Tops clip to the new 

Box Top label. You are probably 
seeing less and less actual box 

tops to cut off the packages.
If you see the new label, use the 
new Box Tops app to scan your 
receipt. Box Tops are still worth 

10¢ each for our school, The 
Lutheran Academy. 

The app will find participating 
products purchased at any store 
and instantly add cash to your 

school's earnings online.
If you don’t want to download the 
app, please feel free to bring your 
receipt(s) to Amy Betts and she 
can scan them for you and the 
rewards will go to The Lutheran 
Academy. Every Box Top helps!



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

+ HYMN OF THE MONTH: 
The	Church’s	One	Founda1ons	#644

This	hymn	was	wri6en	in	1866	by	
Rev	Samuel	J	Stone	in	response	to	a	
book	published	by	a	South	African	
Bishop	who	was	cri1cal	of	some	of	
the	ar1cles	of	the	Chris1an	faith	and	
thought	the	Bible	mostly	to	be	a	
work	of	fic1on.		In	response	Rev	
Stone	wrote	twelve	hymns	one	for	
each	of	the	ar1cles	of	the	Apostle’s	
creed.

These	hymns	were	intended	to	
defend	orthodox	Chris1anity.	The	
church	one	founda1on	was	based	on	
“the	holy	catholic	church,	the	
communion	of	saints”.	It	depicts	the	
warfare	in	the	world	and	the	hope	
that	the	church	looks	forward	to	in	
the	closing	stanza	to	see	“	the	church	
at	rest.”

Birthdays
Levi Black 1
Faith Babbitts 24

Baptism Birthdays
Tammy McClure 12
Joanne Roberts

August

If you have a prayer need or praise to share, please contact 
Pastor or Amy Betts in the church office anytime at 

570-703-0607.

AOer	church	on	August	30,	
join	us	as	the	prayer	team	
heads	over	to	Immanuel	
Lutheran	Church	on	Reese	

Street	where	we	will	join	in	prayer	for	Pastor	Zimmerman	and	his	wife,	for	the	
growth	of	our	sister	congrega1on,	our	na1on,	revival	in	the	land,	and	the	
members	of	Immanuel.	Invite	everyone	you	know	there	to	come	out	and	join	
us!	We	may	even	have	some	snacks	to	share	aOerwards.		Hopefully	our	prayer	
team	will	visit	a	different	sister	congrega1on	a	month	to	pray	for	them.

Dear friends in Christ,
As you may already know, I left Scranton with Pastor Kris on 
Friday morning July 24th, for medical care at the Mayo Clinic. 
I made it to the ER that afternoon. I am now in the hospital 
affiliated with the clinic.  After a battery of tests, the team of 
doctors have determined that I have cancer, but they have not 
found out yet what kind it is.  

I wait in the peace of the Lord knowing I am in his hands.  Thank 
you for your prayers, and I hope you have a satisfying experience 
in the music three of my students are providing you on Sundays. 
God bless you all. I hope to see you soon.  
Yours in Christ,
Carsten

Summer	Hours	
ONE	Sunday	service	at	9:18	a.m.		
Saturday	night	service	at	5:00	p.m.

Returning	to	two	Sunday	services	(8:15am	and	10:30am)	on	
September	13th.	This	is	Rally	Day	so	Sunday	School	for	ALL	ages	

will	resume	as	well.



A	special	1me	of	prayer	for	our	na1on	and	revival	con1nues	aOer	
church	each	Sunday,	and	one	day	during	the	week.	Our	prayer	
coordinator,	Theresa	Nichols,	would	like	to	go	to	businesses	and	other	
places	to	offer	a	brief	prayer	for	their	recovery	and	well-being.		Theresa	
needs	volunteers	to	join	prayer	teams	to	go	and	pray	with	her.	In	
addi1on,	this	month	she	will	be	asking	if	she	can	prayer	walk	with	you	
near	the	houses	in	your	neighborhood.		Please	join	her	as	she	carries	
out	this	important	work	and	outreach.

Prayer Coordinator

On	September	12th,	we	will	host	our	third	annual	
Ladies	Luncheon	for	the	mothers	and	grandmothers	of	
the	children	of	our	Lutheran	Academy	and	the	ladies	of	
Peace.		The	event	will	be	held	from	11am-2pm	at	the	
Lutheran	Ministry	Center.	As	always,	there	will	be	
delicious	food	and	1me	to	talk	to	old	friends	as	well	as	
make	some	new	ones.		See	You	then!!

Thank you to the many who have continued to send in 
their offerings.
If you chose not to attend services for the near future, we 
ask that if you are able, please continue to send in your 
offerings. Some options for getting them to the church:
1) Mail your contribution by check right to 
Peace Lutheran Church 
2506 N Main Ave Scranton, PA 18508
2) Another way to contribute is to use your bank’s bill-pay 
service. 
3) Submit an online offering through the church website at 
www.yourpeace.org. 

Thank you and may God continue to bless you and keep 
you safe.

COVID19 Precautions

Vacation Bible School 2020 

Lift off for an intergalactic adventure with Miraculous 
Mission: Jesus Saves the World. Explore God’s 
miraculous mission and learn about His plan of 
salvation from creation to the cross!

August 3-7, 2020
5:30-8:00pm
(5:00pm Optional Light Dinner)

Invite the youth you know to come and be encouraged 
by their time at VBS!

Concerning our Coronavirus response we have not been 
passing the plate, we have been using pilgrim style 
communion, and we temporarily suspended the 
fellowship time in the back.  We have been broadcasting 
all our services and individual communion can be set up 
by appointment. We have temporarily suspended the 
sharing of the peace during the service. We have also 
been sending bulletins and sermons to those who feel 
they can’t attend at this time. The choir loft is available 
also to those who feel they need to social distance.

For those who feel uncomfortable with the larger 9:18am 
service we have encouraged attendance at the 5 p.m. 
Saturday night service (or the 8:15 a.m. service when we 
go back to the Fall schedule)

Though no one will be turned away, we are asking that 
those attending the Saturday night service wear a mask.  
This has been the unofficial practice of those attending 
this service and we would like to honor the concerns of 
everyone who feels the need for an extra measure of 
precaution and encourage them to join this worship 
opportunity.

The 9:18 a.m. Sunday service will remain as it has been 
with no mask required. 



God	Bless	You!	From	your	friend	__________________________	

at	Peace	Lutheran	Church.	






