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“Consider the lilies, how they grow. They neither toil nor spin. Yet I tell you Solomon in all his glory was not 
adorned like one of these.” Luke 12:27

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, to you from God Our Father and Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen

It’s often said we need to take time and smell the roses. I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard the 
phrase and one day I need to….(fill in the blank). Life is so hectic. We often pass by the natural evidence of God’s 
existence without even giving it a second thought.

John Muir, the great naturalist, was headed south on a thousand mile journey from Indiana to the Gulf 
Coast. In his bag was a Bible, a copy of Paradise lost, a flower press, and some items for personal grooming. On 
the way he stopped to stay with a Tennessee blacksmith and his wife who were kind enough to offer him lodging 
and a meal for the night. The blacksmith thought a young man had better things to do with his time than to study 
flowers and trees.

Muir pointed out that King Solomon had made a study of the trees, animals, fish, and reptiles (I Kings 4:33) 
of his kingdom. Then Muir quoted Jesus telling us to consider the lilies. Who then should Muir listen to? He asked 
the Blacksmith. Christ or the Blacksmith? The answer was obvious to both of them.

So let’s consider the lilies. There are over eighty species of lilies, and lilies blossom in every geographic 
area in the world. They grow best in slightly acidic soil that is moist and well drained. In many different cultures the 
Lily is tied to birth or rebirth. For Christians the Madonna Lily symbolizes Mary, Jesus’ mother’s purity. The St. 
Joseph Lily symbolizes Joseph’s celibate marriage to Mary prior to Jesus’ birth or the way in which Joseph was 
selected to be Mary’s husband. Some believe that widowers were being looked at to be Mary’s husband. Of all the 
men considered, Joseph’s walking staff was the one that lilies bloomed on during the selection process. Finally the 
Easter lily is a symbol of the Resurrection.

Why would God want us to consider the Lily and how it grows? It certainly isn’t because he wants us to 
worship the creation. Why would Solomon, considered the wisest man ever to live, spend his time studying the 
trees, animals, reptiles, and fish of His kingdom?

Because all of God’s creation reveals Him to us. All of God’s creation praises Him. Psalm 148 bears 
witness to this! The great sea creatures praise him, even the ocean depths, the sun and moon, the birds and 
cattle, the mountains, trees, angels, fire, hail, stormy wind, fire and clouds.

Every chirp of a bird is a reminder of what God has done. Every crash of the wave upon the shore is a 
reminder of what God has done. Every cloud you ever looked at to imagine what it looks like is a reminder. Every 
crash of lightning or rumble of thunder proclaims praise to their creator, and afterward every rainbow announces a 
promise of the creator. Every dog that barks, every cat’s meow praises our maker. Through the rising and setting 
of the sun we see the beauty of creation. All this God gave us that we might know Him in a general sense.

Time to enjoy summer! It is also time to enjoy all of the reminders of what the Lord has given us, of what a 
great God he is, and along with the rest of the earth, PRAISE THE LORD!

SDG,

Pastor John 
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Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

Visit and share the Academy website at anytime at www.thelutheranacademyscranton.org

PAINTING EVENT
Saturday, June 8th

6:30pm
Held at Spirited Art

253 Scranton Carbondale Highway
Dickson City, PA 18508

Visit the calendar section of
www.spiritedartscranton.com to register online. 
Share this fundraising event and invite friends 
and family (18+) to unleash their creativity and 
support the good work of TLA!
Cost is $35 to attend, with $10 coming back to 
the Academy per painter.
Call the school office at 570-507-9108 if you 
have questions, or to get your name on the list 
and pay via cash or check at the door. We hope 
you will consider coming out for a sure to be fun 
event!

This year’s finale is next year’s overture . . .

We wrap up the current school year with field trips, an end-of year 
music program, and awards night. We are focused on leaving the 
year on a high note and looking to the future with hope and 
excitement. Here are some pictures from the field trips enjoyed by 
each class on May 20th.

The 4th-6th grade students 
visited the Da Vinci Science 
Center in Allentown. Here is 
a student helping 
demonstrate at a live 
presentation.

7th Graders on their way to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
(the MET) in NYC.

The 1st-3rd grade 
students has such a 
great time at the 
Everhart Museum and 
we got no pictures. 
However, you can see 
the joy as they visited 
the playground at Nay 
Aug as part of the trip.

End of Year Awards Night
Thursday, June 6th

6:30pm
The Lutheran Academy

You are invited to come hear about 
all the great things learned by the 
students at the Academy. Teachers 
will also be presenting their 
classroom awards as well as 
prestigious Presidential and 
Principal awards.



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES:
+ SPECIAL PRAYERS & PRAISE
For Frank Schulze as he serves the final months of his prison 
sentence. We pray for him and his family as they await his return 
home.

Congratulations to Western Wayne HS senior, Kobe Sauter, who 
received Offensive Player of the Year for football, and overall Male 
Athlete of the Year. Well done! Kobe was also invited to play in the 
85th Annual Dream Game. If you would like to support this star 
athlete, the Dream Game is Wed. July 17th at 7pm at Veterans 
Memorial Stadium in Scranton. Watch star athletes from across the 
city and county schools compete in an exciting football game.

+ WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS & TRANSFERS
On Pentecost Sunday, June 9th we will officially welcome new 
members and transfers to Peace Lutheran Church at the 10:30am 
service. We hope you will make an effort to be in attendance at 
this service as we pray over and welcome these members.

+ FAMILY GAME NIGHT/YOUTH NIGHT
The monthly Family Game Night has been such a success we hope to 
continue fellowship over the summer. Be watching the bulletin, 
website, and social media for more specfics as they become available. 
If you have a suggestion for a specific activiy, please let Pastor or 
Amy know. This is intended for the family of Peace, which is ALL of 
us, and our outreach ministry of The Lutheran Academy to come 
together in a time of fun and fellowship.

+ COFFEE TIME
After the service, we have been enjoying a time of sweets and 
fellowship. This will continue even after we go to summer hours. 
Consider staying a few minutes and fortify yourself before heading 
home and have some time to socialize. 
We are looking for people to sign up to bring treats in late June and in 
July. A calendar is in the Narthex for you to indicate which week is 
best for you.

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Nora Betts, Cyan Roman (sister of an Academy student) and 
chaperones Nadine Roman and Amy Betts will be attending the 
National Youth Gathering July 11-15 in Minneappolis, MN.  We ask 
you to keep them in your prayers as they continue  final fundraising 
and prepare to attend the Gathering.

+ HYMN OF THE MONTH:  Here O My Lord

Here O My Lord was written by the Rev. Dr. Horace Bonar. 
Over one hundred of his hymns are in use in England and 
the United States. Dr. Bonar was a member of a short lived 
denomination called the Free Church of Scotland. In 1843, 
121 ministers and 74 elders walked out of a general 
assembly meeting of the church in Scotland. The reason for 
the walkout was that the the State courts had just decided the 
heritors (people of privilege in the congregation), landlords, 
and State officials could appoint a minister to a 
congregation. 474 ministers, or a third of the ministers in the 
Church of Scotland, who left the church in what became 
known as the "Great Disruption”. Bonar could not 
remember himself the origin or inspiration for many of his 
hymns.  The one selected as our hymn for the month gives 
us beautiful thoughts concerning the Lord’s Supper.

Looking Ahead . . . 
June 8      Academy Painting Fundraiser at Spirited Art 

     In Dickson City, 6:30pm
June 9      Pentecost Sunday and Welcoming of Members
July 15-19  Vacation Bible School
October 5   Blessing of the Animals - Plan to bring your pet!
October 26  Block Party - come meet the neighbors!

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

Join Tammy McClure and Isabelle Kramer on Thursdays 
at 6:00pm for a People of the Book Hymn Sing at Gardens 
at Green Ridge. They will be singing  from the Sing 
Joyfully with the residents of the nursing home.

A Plarn group has begun. 
Here are the ways you can help:
1. We need your excess plastic bags from shopping to 
be brought to the church. We have a collection box at 
the back of church. 
2. We need people to cut, tie and roll the donated 
plastic bags while you talk with friends. 
3. If you know how to crochet, or are willing to learn, 
then we need you to crochet the balls of plarn into 
mats for the homeless.
 
The June calendar includes a variety of dates and 
times to get together at Peace to work on this 
wonderful community outreach project. If you would 
like to host a time at your home, please contact Amy in 
the church office.

Have a special prayer need?  How about a praise?
Please share with Amy in the office so it can be included 

in the Sunday bulletin.



EYE GLASS COLLECTIONBirthdays Baptism Birthdays
Emiline Black   9 John Babbitts III   6
Tanya Babbitts 12 Alfred Betts 23
Ky Betts 26
Jim Calpin 29
Nicole Calpin 29

June

Susan Crosbie is collecting eye glasses, sunglasses 
and cases. They will bring up to 3,000 eyeglassed on 
the trip. Don’t worry if they are scratched, many 
scratches can be rubbed out or a coating put on. 
There is a shoe box at the back of the church to place 
your donation. She will be going on a Lutheran MOST 
mission trip this September to an area near 
Quelzalterango, Guatemala and looks forward to 
helping get these glasses to those in extreme need.

SUMMER HOURS

Father Time wants to remind you that our 
Summer worship time will be 9:18 a.m. 
starting on Father’s Day, June 16th. We will 
continue offering a Saturday evening worship 
service at 5:00pm. Sunday School classes 
will resume after Labor Day in September.

People around our church body are Praying 
for us!! We have received a letter from a 
congregation in Nevada signed by every 
member that they have prayed for us! 
Concordia Publishing House as you will see 
below has prayed for us! Pastor Klinkenberg 
wrote me and all the pastors in the synod to 
strengthen the clergy during Holy Week.  In 
September we will begin praying for the 
students of the Concordia Universities. We 
will begin sending them letters to let them 
know starting this August! We are not alone! 
The Lord is providing Christian warriors to 
pray on our behalf!!



VBS is coming!!! Join us for the Miraculous Mission and invite all your friends.




