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PASTOR’S  MESSAGE

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and Our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. Amen

“After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciple’s feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel with which He was girded.” John 13:5
             

These are the actions of a slave. No slave being present, the most humble and lowest of those 
gathered should be performing this act. There must have been perfect silence as Jesus having left the 
table removed His outer garments that would have gotten in the way. John records every act in the 
process. Jesus has the disciple’s undivided attention. Listen closely and we can hear the water pouring 
into the basin as Jesus tilts the pitcher and the water splashes into the basin, the pitch of the sound 
changing as the basin becomes full. Then as all watch they see God incarnate, Jesus, the one who has 
just presided over the celebration of the Passover, lift up one of the disciple’s feet. Water is poured over 
the foot. Jesus takes the towel wrapped around his waist and dries the foot. Then lifts the other and 
repeats the motions. They watch as He moves from one to the next until the task is finished.
              These men, His disciples, at one time had argued over who would be the greatest among them in 
the Kingdom. Perhaps they even believed one day they would have a servant to meet their every need. 
Perhaps even meet their every desire. But it is certain they never dreamed of looking down and seeing the 
face of Jesus as that slave.
              It is probably just as certain that we would never see ourselves looking up at another face as the 
one doing the washing.
              This is a great lesson from Jesus that many in the world and even we ourselves miss. Many are 
quick to judge others and their actions based on what we demand. Many are quick to require actions our 
Lord does not require of us. Many of us refuse to perform actions our Lord commands that we feel are 
beneath us, or that we’re simply not in the mood to do.
              However, keep watching. If you think this is a great example of humility, wait until you see that 
same face crowned with thorns. Wait until you see His back marred with stripes from a whip. Wait until 
those hands and feet are pierced by nails as He takes our place.
              It’s then we need to look in the mirror if we want to know how the disciple’s felt that day. It may 
sound silly to say we may have forgotten what we look like. Go to the mirror and take a look. Look 
carefully, that’s the person that Jesus died for. The same person who He saw knit together in the womb. 
That’s the face of the person that He took the death penalty for so that person could go free.  On that day 
when the crowds shouted for Barabbas they might have well been shouting for that person you see in the 
mirror.
              Now look back at the cross. Humiliated for us. Sacrificed for us. Dying for us like a servant does 
for His king, and yet the King is doing it for His servant. May God bless your Holy Week with time for 
reflection, humility and insight.

SDG,

Pastor

If you have a prayer need or praise to share, please contact Pastor or Amy Betts in the 
church office anytime at 570-703-0607.



Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

Krispy Kreme Fundraiser
Thank you to all who supported The Lutheran Academy by purchasing 
Krispy Kreme Donut Certificates. We hope you found this a “sweet” way 
to support Christian education.

SPIRIT WEEK at The Lutheran Academy
We celebrated Spirit Week at the academy on March 22-26. Enjoy a few photos from the week. 

MONDAY- Crazy Hair Day THURSDAY: Face Painting/
Make-Up Day

WEDNESDAY: Backwards / 
Opposite Day

TUESDAY: Dress as an Animal Day

FRIDAY: Dress as your favorite 
book/movie character.



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

+ HYMN OF THE MONTH: 
Stricken,	Smi,en,	and	Afflicted		#451

Rev.	Thomas	Kelly	was	headed	for	a	career	in	
the	law.		He	was	born	in	1769	to	a	judge	of	the	
same	name	who	sat	on	the	Irish	Court	of	Common	
pleas.		ADer	compleEng	his	studies	at	Trinity	College	
in	Dublin,	he	experienced	a	spiritual	change	in	his	
life.	In	1792,	he	was	ordained	in	the	Church	of	
Ireland,	which	is	a	branch	of	the	Anglican	church.	
He	was	forbidden	to	preach	in	Dublin	by	his	Bishop	
because	of	the	evangelical	nature	of	his	sermons.	
Following	this	he	built	two	places	of	worship	where	
he	led	services	unEl	his	death	in	1854.

During	his	life	he	authored	fiDy-one	hymns.	
One	of	those	hymns	is	Stricken,	SmiTen,	and	
Afflicted.	The	hymn	focuses	us	on	the	great	
suffering	of	Jesus	upon	the	cross	for	us	and	our	guilt	
that	placed	Him	there.		Kelly’s	third	verse	reads

Ye	who	think	of	sin	but	lightly
Nor	suppose	the	evil	great

			 Here	may	view	its	nature	rightly,
Here	its	guilt	may	esEmate
Mark	the	sacrifice	appointed
See	who	bears	an	awful	load
	‘Es	the	Word,	the	Lord’s	anointed
Son	of	Man	and	Son	of	God	

His	words	remind	us	never	to	take	Christ’s	sacrifice	
for	granted.	In	the	final	verse	Kelly	reminds	us	that	
we	proclaim	Christ,	the	rock	of	our	salvaEon.

Last month you were asked to 
think about the questions: “When 
it comes to things in or of the 
world, how do you determine 
what is true or false? Where does 
this information come from?” How 
did you answer the question? Did 
you surprise yourself with what 
you wrote? Was it a response you 
were proud of? Does the way you 
live reflect how you responded or 
was how you answered very 
different from how you live? 

Your questions for April are: 
Does truth change from person to person? If knowing 
God is possible how is it possible? 

Make sure to place the date and your thoughts on the page. 
If you would like to discuss them with Pastor that would be 
great! If you want to keep them to yourselves that is fine as 
well. You may also want to note whether you prayed for 
anyone that day and whether you read the Bible at all that 
day. Don’t worry about how few or how many pages you use 
each day. At the end of the challenge, Pastor will ask you to 
share some insights from the challenge anonymously for 
inclusion in the newsletter.

(The questions I am asking you are inspired by Questions 
on the website of the New Jersey District of The LCMS 
written by Rev. Dr. Anthony Steinbronn, author of a book on 
worldview.)

Thank you to all who supported the Roasted Chicken Dinner Fundraiser on Saturday, March 13th, 
to Jim Calpin for once again delighting our tastebuds, and for all the bakers who supply delicious 

desserts to go with the dinners.
 We served 60 dinners and $600 was raised for the work of Peace Lutheran Church.



Saturday afternoon Confirmation Classes will be held from 3 p.m. – 4 p.m  on 
April 10, 17, and 24. Also all students should be attending Sunday morning 
Bible study class from 9:30-10:15am.  See you there!  Any adults who would 
like to learn more about our faith or are not currently members of Peace but 
would like to be are welcome to join us on Saturdays.

April
As a Covid-19 measure the Lord’s Supper will be administered at the 10:30 a.m. 
service in this manner. After the elements have been consecrated by the pastor. 

The liturgist will come to you at your pew with the host. After you have received the 
host the acolyte or congregational president will come to you at your pew with the 

individual cup. You are encouraged to take your own cup from the tray. After 
everyone has received the body and blood of Christ the acolyte or congregational 

president will collect the used individual cups from you. 
If you prefer to receive from the common cup, you may go up to the first step to 

receive the wine from pastor and then return to your pew. 
If you or your children will not be receiving but would like to go to the pastor for a 

blessing we encourage you to do so.
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Thursday, April 1 Maundy Thursday 7:00pm
Friday, April 2 Good Friday 9:00am 

7:00pm Tenebrae
Saturday, April 3 Easter Vigil 5:00pm
Sunday, April 4 Easter Sunday 8:15am 

10:30am

The coloring page in the newsletter each month can be turned in 
and we will send them to the residents at The Gardens at 

Greenridge where our beloved Audrey Russell lives.

April Fundraiser:  Pasta & Meatballs 
Dinner

Saturday, April 17th
TAKE OUT from 4:00-6:00pm

$10 each
Peace Lutheran Church

Advanced tickets are recommended. 
Speak to Amy Betts at church or by 

calling the office to reserve your meals.

Birthdays
Tonya Evans   4
Christian Sauter   8
Kiana Sauter 12
Alfred Betts 20

Baptism Birthdays
Kobe Sauter   1
Kiana Sauter 18
Susan Crosbie 19
Terry Kramer 23
Doug Roberts



God	Bless	You!	From	your	friend	_____________________	at	Peace	Lutheran	Church.	






