
House of Prayer on Parker and Main
Peace TalkNEWSLETTER

February 2021

PASTOR’S  MESSAGE

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God Our Father and Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen

“37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment.” Matthew 22:37-38

Since the Corona virus broke out many have claimed that others need to show love for their 
neighbor by wearing personal protective equipment. Now in all fairness many of those people are 
wearing PPE themselves voluntarily. Some have claimed to wear them is mindless acceptance to 
governmental dictates.

In I Corinthians 13:5 we are told love “5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not 
provoked, thinks no evil;” 

Many of those who advocate for others wearing PPE often, behave rudely, displaying that they feel 
they are morally superior to those who choose not to wear them. Those who try to shame others who 
wear them have at times behaved the same.

All of those telling others they must or must not wear them are seeking their own by attempting to 
shame others into compliance with their belief on this issue. So if we are attempting to limit another 
persons Christian freedom by bending their actions to our will then we are not showing love to the ones 
we are demanding it of. This is the way of the Pharisees. This is the way of self-justification.

The verse from Matthew “Love the Lord your God” is what comes immediately before the verse “to 
love thy neighbor as thyself “. 

The Biblical concept of love is very different than our usage of the word. In our society we frequently 
hear phrases like “I love chocolate.”  In the Biblical concept of love you can not love an object unless you 
love the one to whom it belongs. So in order to “love God’s law” you must first love God. In order to love 
the earth, we must first love the one who created it. 

Matthew earlier in the chapter (v. 15-21) records Jesus as saying render unto Cesar the things that 
are Cesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.”  This is in response to the Pharisees asking if they 
should pay taxes. But what Christ points them to is that man, who is created in God’s image, must give 
themselves to God.

If we are not giving ourselves to God, if we are not in prayer and Bible study, if we are not attending 
worship in some way and seeking to follow in the ways of our Lord, then we can not show true love for 
each other. If we are making demands of others to fit our criteria of what we believe should be done, an 
action not specifically encouraged by God but based on our own sensitivities, then we have put 
ourselves in the place of God. It is at these times we judge others and their actions. We have no right to 
judge.

As Christians, showing the love of God will manifest itself in many different forms. It may be more 
comforting in our minds to think that a single response could easily be demanded from everyone but the 
gospel is not always uniform in the ways in which it is applied and lived. This time of history is 
challenging for every one. I encourage you to avoid the leaven of the Pharisees and respect each person 
in their choice. 

 
SDG,

Pastor



Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

Krispy Kreme Coupon Fundraiser
The academy Krispy Kreme fundraiser has been moved to 

March. When you purchase a Dozen Donut Coupon for only 
___, you can satisfy your sweet tooth AND support Christian 
education! Coupons will be on sale from ___ to ___ and will 

be delivered to you on __________.

In addition to our faithful Pastor Babbitts and Pastor Bode, we enjoyed spending time this Lutheran Schools Week with 
Pastor Zimmerman, Pastor DeYoung, and Pastor Haenfling.



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

+ HYMN OF THE MONTH: 
Abide with Me #878

Perhaps	no	hymn	speaks	to	the	emo/ons	of	those	
fearful	and	downtrodden	in	spirit	at	facing	the	
pandemic	and	the	other	current	events	then	the	hymn	
“Abide	with	me,”	wri>en	by	Henry	Francis	Lyte.	The	
hymn	was	probably	first	penned	by	Lyte	while	visi/ng	a	
friend	who	was	dying	in	1820.

When	He	himself	was	struggling	with	tuberculosis,	it	
probably	came	back	to	his	mind	and	he	touched	up	the	
text	that	he	had	wri>en.

Lyte	was	born	in	Scotland	in	1793	and	was	ordained	as	
an	Anglican	priest	in	1815.

The	verse	that	inspired	him	was	the	Easter	text	Luke	
24:29	“But	they	constrained	Him,	saying	“Abide	with	
us,	for	it	is	toward	evening	and	the	day	is	far	spent.”	
These	words	were	spoken	by	the	two	disciples	on	the	
road	to	Emmaus.	The	disciples	were	discouraged	and	
depressed	at	the	death	of	Jesus	on	the	cross	whom	
they	had	taken	to	be	the	Messiah.	AVer	leWng	the	two	
men	grieve,	Jesus	explained	all	that	Moses	and	the	
prophets	had	wri>en	concerning	Him.

Lyte	takes	the	request	of	the	disciples	to	Jesus	to	
remain	with	them	for	the	night	into	a	hymn	that	asks	
Jesus	to	stay	with	us	during	the	dark	/mes	in	our	lives.	
He	gives	us	common	images	of	an	evening	quickly	
coming,	deepening	darkness,	a	life	that	quickly	fulfills	
its	years	and	comes	to	an	end.	He	sees	change	and	
decay	everywhere	but	a	God	who	changes	not.

Lyte	died	in	Nice,	France	on	November	20,	1847	as	he	
a>empted	to	get	to	Italy	to	see	if	the	warmer	climate	
would	benefit	his	health.	As	he	tells	us	in	the	hymn:

I	fear	no	foe,	with	Thee	at	hand	to	bless
Ills	have	no	weight	and	tears	no	bi>erness
Where	is	death’s	s/ng?	Where	grave	thy	victory?
I	Triumph	s/ll	if	I	abide	with	Thee

AVer	the	disciples	invite	Christ	to	stay,	He	is	revealed	to	
them	in	the	breaking	of	the	bread.	The	disciples	run	
back	to	Jerusalem	excited	to	share	that	Jesus	has	risen!	
Rev	Henry	Francis	Lyte	reminds	us	all	that	we	too	share	
the	excitement	and	comfort	that	the	risen	Christ	abides	
with	us.	

If you have a prayer need or praise to share, please 
contact Pastor or Amy Betts in the church office 

anytime at 570-703-0607.

Last month you were asked to 
think about the question: 
“What role or place does 
religion have in society?” 
How did you answer the 
question? Did you surprise 
yourself with what you wrote? 
Was it a response you were 
proud of? Does the way you 
live reflect how you responded 
or was how you answered 
very different from how you 
live?

Your question for February is:

 “Who or what determines what is right or wrong? 

Is or should everyone be held accountable to the same 
set of moral behaviors? If yes why? If not why not? 
Maybe your catechism can help in answering some of 
these questions or helping you to think about them. Make 
sure to place the date and your thoughts on the page. If 
you would like to discuss them with Pastor that would be 
great! If you want to keep them to yourselves that is fine 
as well. You may also want to note whether you prayed 
for anyone that day and whether you read the Bible at all 
that day.  Don’t worry about how few or how many pages 
you use each day. 

At the end of the challenge, Pastor will ask you to share 
some insights from the challenge anonymously for 
inclusion in the newsletter.
(The questions I am asking you are inspired by Questions 
on the website of the New Jersey District of The LCMS 
written by Rev. Dr. Anthony Steinbronn author of a book 
on worldview.)
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Saturday afternoon Confirmation Classes will be held from 3 p.m. – 4 p.m  on 
February 6, 13, and 26 weather permitting. All students should work on filling 
out their entire workbook between now and then. Also all students should be 
attending Sunday morning Bible study class from 9:30-10:15am.  See you 
there!  Any adults who would like to learn more about our faith or are not 
currently members of Peace but would like to be are welcome to join us on 
Saturdays.

Birthdays Baptism Birthdays
Charlotte Hafich   7 Tina Bernardi 10
Elizabeth Kramer   8 Alexis Cherney
Kerry Hackenberg   26
Lori Harsche   27

February

Thank you to all who supported the Pork 
& Sauerkraut dinner on January 16th. 

We are pleased to share $496 was 
raised. And thank you again to Jim Calpin 

for his culinary skills and time to make 
this dinner possible.

If you would like to attend 
this free 1-hour workshop, 
please let Pastor or Amy 

Betts know. They can 
register you, or forward you 
the link to register yourself.

As a Covid-19 measure the Lord’s Supper will be administered at the 
10:30 a.m. service in this manner. After the elements have been 

consecrated by the pastor. The liturgist will come to you at your pew 
with the host. After you have received the host the acolyte or 

congregational president will come to you at your pew with the 
individual cup. You are encouraged to take your own cup from the tray. 
After everyone has received the body and blood of Christ the acolyte or 
congregational president will collect the used individual cups from you. 
If you prefer to receive from the common cup, you may go up to the first 

step to receive the wine from pastor and then return to your pew. 
If you or your children will not be receiving but would like to go to the 

pastor for a blessing we encourage you to do so.



God	Bless	You!	From	your	friend	_____________________	at	Peace	Lutheran	Church.	






