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Jesus	said	“Let	the	children	come	unto	me	and	do	not	hinder	them,	
for	to	such	is	the	Kingdom	of	heaven.”	Ma;hew	19:14

Grace,	Mercy	and	Peace	to	you	from	God	Our	Father	and	Our	
Lord	and	Savior	Jesus	Christ.	Amen.
	
														Jesus	had	great	mul@tudes	following	Him.	Prior	to	the	
words	spoken	above,	the	Pharisees	asked	Him	ques@ons	
concerning	divorce	designed	to	entrap	Him	in	his	words	and	discredit	His	ministry.	AGer	answering	the	Pharisees,	
the	disciples	had	some	follow-up	ques@ons.	It	is	then	that	the	children	showed	up.	Jesus	stops	everything	for	the	
children.
														We	might	find	a	similar	situa@on	to	be	embarrassing,	looking	for	the	parents	to	retrieve	their	child/
children	while	we	prepared	to	con@nue	our	very	important	grown-up	discussion.	Certainly	we	might	be	
embarrassed	if	one	of	the	children	demanding	Jesus’	aNen@on	were	our	own.	Jesus	stops	and	spends	@me	with	
the	children.
														As	the	church,	we	oGen	see	the	future	of	the	congrega@on	in	the	presence	of	children	in	our	midst.	Jesus	
shows	us	here	the	children	aren’t	just	the	church	of	the	future.	They	are	the	church	today.		As	a	congrega@on	we	
make	an	investment	in	children.	We	have	Sunday	school,	a	Lutheran	Academy,	children’s	sermons,	and	youth	
group	ac@vi@es.	All	these	are	efforts	to	take	care	of	their	spiritual	needs	and	to	prepare	them	for	the	fallen	world	
they	will	face.	These	are	very	important	endeavors	that	we	need	to	support	and	sustain	with	our	@me	and	talents.	
Never	doubt	their	importance	or	impact.
														Yet,	as	we	carry	out	these	tasks,	we	don’t	want	to	miss	what	they	(the	children)	are	teaching	us.	They	feel	
comfortable	in	church.	They	run	to	the	altar.	They	ask	ques@ons,	some@mes	embarrassing	ones,	because	learning	
the	truth	is	more	important	than	how	they’re	perceived	by	others.	They	accept	the	answers	God	provides.	OGen,	
it	seems,	never	giving	the	answered	ques@on	a	second	thought.	They	don’t	hesitate	to	tell	their	parents	their	
needs,	feelings,	and	desires.
														It’s	no	wonder	Jesus	stopped	everything	for	them.	That’s	how	Jesus	wants	us	to	act.	When	we	hear	the	
Pastor	tells	us	to	come	to	the	table	of	the	Lord,	we	should	be	excited	and	run	to	the	table.	(Ok	walk	at	a	brisk	
pace.)	God	wants	to	hear	everything	about	our	day.	He	wants	us	to	trust	when	He	answers	us	that	His	answer	is	in	
our	best	interests.	Our	earthly	parents	are/were	not	perfect	and	don’t/didn’t	know	the	future	but	our	Heavenly	
Father	does.	When	He	says	“No”	we	need	to	assume	that	is	the	best	answer.	That	doesn’t,	however,	mean	we	
can’t	ask	ques@ons	so	that	we	can	learn.	At	@mes	we	will	get	angry	with	Him,	as	a	child	does	with	their	parent(s)	
when	the	child	doesn’t	get	their	way.	AGer	all	we	just	wanted	to	chase	our	ball	into	the	busy	street,	what	could	
possibly	go	wrong?
														Just	like	when	we	were	growing	up	and	woke	up	ready	to	meet	with	friends	and	have	fun	playing	
together,	we	need	that	@me	too	as	a	congrega@on.	As	adults,	we	can	see	those	opportuni@es	as	just	another	date	
on	an	overloaded	calendar	but	we	need	to	have	@me	to	smile	and	relax	around	each	other.	Especially	when	and	
where	the	genera@ons	mix.	For	where	two	or	three	are	gathered	in	Jesus’	name	there	He	is	also	and	that	includes	
our	play@me.	And	that’s	the	truth		pffffffffffffffffffffffNNNNt.

SDG,

Pastor John 

PASTOR’S  MESSAGE



Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

Visit and share the Academy website at anytime at www.thelutheranacademyscranton.org

Are you wondering what’s happening at The Lutheran Academy during the summer? Do you imagine it quiet 
and everyone has gone on vacation at some tropical resort? Guess again!

You’ve got to make a mess to be a success! Teachers, board members, and volunteers are busy with 
inventories, room reorganization, cleaning, painting, freshening, and, due to increased enrollment, moving 
classrooms. We praise the Lord for the opportunity to make some messes in order to grow and improve The 
Lutheran Academy. 

This reminds me of a verse in the Bible that speaks directly to this messiness:
“Where there are no oxen, the manger is clean, but abundant crops come by the strength of the ox.”

Farmer’s Point of View:
No oxen= no mess to clean! I imagine cleaning the 
manger is a repetitive and smelly job. Isn’t it called 
mucking out the manger? And you don’t do it once 
and it’s done. You can’t wipe your hands of the 
process and say, Well, now that’s done once and 
for all. I doubt you feel much of a sense of 
accomplishment because the muck is back again 
by the end of the day.

The farmer CAN prepare the ground and plant in 
his own strength and skip the oxen altogether.
BUT the ox-drawn plow was invented by the 
ancient Egyptians to eliminate the endless hours of 
work needed to plow a field. The plow (and the 
oxen) break up the soil, level the surface, sow the 
seed, plant and tread out the grain for a harvest. In 
Bible times, oxen pulled together to make straight 
furrows (rows) in the ground.

Notice what the verse in Proverbs says again: 
ABUNDANT crops come by the strength of the ox. 
That strength looks like plodding progress - it isn't 
fast, no instant results; it takes long hours- sun up 
to sun down; but the oxen are strong, diligent, 
faithful. They have endurance for the task at hand.

Principal’s Point of View:
The Wells Paraphrase edition:
“Where there are no teachers, students, board 
members, parents, volunteers, tutors, aides . . . the 
classrooms are clean”

BUT the abundant crops of spiritual growth, learning 
to read, friendships, legible handwriting, cheerful 
obedience, multiplication facts mastered, singing, 
forgiveness, grammar jingles recited, come by the 
strength and often messy hard work of the ‘oxen’ of 
The Lutheran Academy. I love seeing my teachers, 
parents, volunteers, aides, board members, staff, 
and the students themselves pulling together to 
make straight paths of learning.
Of course, we know we aren’t doing any of that in 
our OWN strength! For what does Psalm 68:35 tell 
us? “Awesome is God from His sanctuary; the God 
of Israel - He is the One who gives power and 
strength to His people.”
Perhaps we can agree that the MESSY (time-
consuming, hard, plodding, repetitive) work of 
breaking up the hard soil of young minds, leveling 
the thinking of our students, sowing the seed of 
TRUTH into their lives, planting knowledge and 
understanding, and treading out the grain of wisdom 
and a redeemed life that glorifies God . . .  is God-
ordained work, GOOD work, joyful work!

Ephesians 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.”
We aren’t discouraged by the messy job we have been given. You’ve got to make a mess to be a success! 
Thank you from everyone at The Lutheran Academy for being such a support! We believe in being good 
stewards of the LMC, so we are happy to spend some time this summer making improvements.

All are invited to join us at the LMC on Tuesday,  August 13th at 6pm for our cleaning day in preparation for the 
new school year to begin.



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES:
+ SPECIAL PRAYERS & PRAISE
For Frank Schulze as he serves the final months of his prison 
sentence. We pray for him and his family as they await his return 
home.
For Beverly Gedrimas having surgery on July 8th.

CORRECTION:  Kobe Sauter was invited to play in the 85th Annual 
Dream Game on Wed. July 17th at 7pm. The correct location of the 
game is John Henzes Veterans Memorial Stadium in Peckville. 
Watch star athletes from across the city and county schools compete 
in an exciting football game.

+ COFFEE TIME
After the service, we have been enjoying a time of sweets and 
fellowship. Consider staying a few minutes and fortify yourself 
before heading home and have some time to socialize. 
We are looking for people to sign up to bring treats/fruit in July & 
August. A calendar is in the Narthex for you to indicate which week 
is best for you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

All of us heard about the devastating floods that ravaged Nebraska 
this year. The state suffered the worst damage in Nebraska history. 
Good Shepard Lutheran Church helped in the aftermath but is now 
looking  for volunteers ages 14 and up to  help Nebraska rebuild. 
Project Restore which has received a $135,000 grant from LCMS 
World Relief is providing, tools, housing, training, and safety 
equipment for volunteers willing to come and help. In addition, the 
church says that most of the volunteers meals will be provided as 
well. The only cost to the volunteers is their transportation to and 
from the site.
Our congregation has a great record of helping communities that have 
suffered a loss. That is one tradition I am anxious to continue. Project 
Restore  will be continuing for at least a year. I have contacted Pastor 
Ryan and he said they need help in every season, yet the majority of 
volunteers come in the summer. If you would be interested in going 
out to Nebraska sometime in February or March and helping the good 
people there to recover please let Pastor or Amy know!

+ EYEGLASSES COLLECTION
Susan Crosbie is collecting eye glasses, sunglasses and cases. 
They will bring up to 3,000 eyeglassed on the trip. Don’t worry if 
they are scratched, many scratches can be rubbed out or a coating 
put on. There is a shoe box at the back of the church to place your 
donation. She will be going on a Lutheran MOST mission trip this 
September to an area near Quelzalterango, Guatemala and looks 
forward to helping get these glasses to those in extreme need.

+ JULY PICNIC IN RANSOM
Following the worship service on Sunday, July 28th, please plan 
to attend a summer picnic out at Ransom Valley Lutheran Church. 
Maps and directions will be available and you are encouraged to 
carpool or caravan. We anticipate starting the festivities at 
11:30am. Please bring a dish to share and a blanket or chair for 
yourself. We will have some tents up for shade. Enjoy music and 
games and fun for all.

Looking Ahead . . . 
July 15-19   Vacation Bible School
July 28       Picnic at Ransom Church
August 28  First Day of School at TLA
September 7 Ladies Luncheon for the women of Peace and 

    The Lutheran Academy held at the Lutheran 
    Ministry Center

September 28  Block Party - come meet the neighbors!
October 5   Blessing of the Animals - Plan to bring your pet!

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

The PLARN group is hard at work.
Here are the ways you can help:
1. We need your excess plastic bags from shopping to 
be brought to the church. We have a collection box at 
the back of church. 
2. We need people to cut, tie and roll the donated 
plastic bags while you talk with friends. 
3. If you know how to crochet, or are willing to learn, 
then we need you to crochet the balls of plarn into 
mats for the homeless.
 
The July calendar includes a variety of dates and times 
to get together at Peace to work on this wonderful 
community outreach project. If you would like to host a 
time at your home or prefer a different time, please 
contact Amy in the church office.



Birthdays Baptism Birthdays
Joanne Roberts   11 Tanya Babbitts   3

Ky Betts 14

July

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS
Saturday evening worship service at 5:00pm.
Sunday worship begins at 9:18 a.m. 

A Message from Nora Betts, Cyan Roman (sister of an Academy student) and chaperones 
Nadine Roman and Amy Betts. 

Just a few more weeks until we join the 35,000 youth and counselors from around our Synod to grow, worship, 
fellowship and sing praises to the Lord! We want to thank the congregation for all your generosity and support in 
getting to go to this special event! Bet we might even bump into a Bjornstad or two.

We have only $278 left to raise to fulfill our travel expenses (Registration, Airfare, Hotel, and food) for the National 
Youth Gathering in Minneapolis on July 11-15th. If you would like to make a donation, we would greatly appreciate 
your support. Please place it in the offering plate and indicate “NYG” (National Youth Gathering).

The girls are also asking how they can pray for YOU while at the gathering. Yellow cards are available in the back 
for you to share your prayer/praise needs. During devotion time each day, the girls and adults will prayer for YOU, 
our church, and our community.

Finally we hope you will be in church on July 7th as Pastor prays over the 4 of us going on this trip. In addition, that 
day you will have an opportunity to sign our gathering t-shirts, as we take all of you with us to Minneapolis.

With the busy schedule we have, we will try to leak some pictures out on Facebook so keep an eye out and we will 
be very excited to share with you what we experienced when we get back!

Our High School Graduates

Kobe Sauter
Kobe Sauter graduated from 
Western Wayne High School
College Attending: Lycoming 
College in Williamsport
Major: Business and Sports 
Management

Kobe most looks forward to 
starting a new chapter in his life, seperate from his family. 
Kobe will be living on campus and anticipates returning to 
Scranton often and we hope to see him in worship.

What does Peace mean to you?  “Being a member of 
Peace means a lot to me. It is like having a second family to 
visit each weekend. Peace is kind and supportive no matter 
what! It’s just a warm feeling I have.”

How we can pray for you specifically?  “Please pray that 
no matter what I am safe. Also that I stay focused and on 
track with my school work.”

Andrew Harsche graduated 
from Western Wayne High 
School
College Attending: Luzerne 
County Community College in 
Scranton, and then ultimately 
transferring to Temple 
University to study 
International Business

Andrew is most excited about starting his adult life by getting 
his degree, working and making a living.

What does Peace mean to you? “Even though I am not in 
church every Sunday, I still like having part of God in my life 
every day. I have been reading the church’s graduation gift 
of the Faith Alone daily devotions every day since I was 
presented it.”

How we can pray for you specifically? “Please pray that I 
would have a smooth transition into my adult life.”

Andrew Harsche

Summer Office Hours
Parish Administrator, Amy Betts, will be in the office 
Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00pm most weeks. Please be 
encouraged to call the office with any prayer requests, 
items you would like to see in the bulletin or newsletter, 
general questions, or concerns.
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And	the	virgin’s	name	was	_________			Luke	1:27 Put	him	in	prison	for	____________sake.				Ma;hew	14:3

And	her	name	was	___________ Luke	5:1 And	there	was	one	__________ Luke	2:36

And	___________	the	wife	of	Chuza		 Luke	8:3 Mary	of	Bethany				Luke	10:42

When	Felix	came	with	his	wife	________ Acts	24:24 Salute	Andronicus	and	________ Romans	16:7

Salute	the	beloved	__________ Romans	16:12 Salute	Philologus	and	________ Romans	16:15

And	_________	and	the	church			Colossians	4:15 And	_________	and	all	the	brethren				2	Timothy	21

Lately	come	from	Italy,	with	his	wife________		Acts	18:2 ________	a	seller	of	purple			Acts	16:14

A	eunuch	with	great	authority	under____________		Acts	8:27 ____________	woman	(Woman	of	)			John	4:7

Among	which	was	___________________ Ma;hew	27:56

The	woman	was	a	Greek,	a	____________	by	na@on				Mark	7:26

Mary	Magdelene,	Mary	the	Mother	of	Joses	and	__________			Mark	16:1

The	only	son	of	his	mother,	and	she	was	a	________ Luke	7:12

But	a	certain	man	named	ananias,	with	________	his	wife		Acts	5:1

At	Joppa	a	certain	disciple	named	____________ 	Acts	9:36

A	damsel	came	to	hearken,	named	________ Acts	12:13

And	a	woman	named	_________,	and	other	with	them.	 Acts	17:34

A	certain	woman	named	_________	received	him	into	her	house.			Luke	10:38

Which	dwelt	first	in	thy	grandmother_____	and	thy	mother_______	2	Timothy	1:5

By	them	which	are	of	the	house	of	_______ 					I	Corinthians	1:11

I	beseech	Eudodias	and	beseech	__________			Philippians	4:2 King	James	version	used	for	the	key





The	Associa+on	of	Lutheran	Friends

The deplorable condition of an abandoned Lutheran Church and cemetery in Ransom Township, PA came to 
the attention of the public in 1988. Due to the fact that the church, known as the Ransom Valley Lutheran 
Church, was a former Lutheran church, a group of concerned area Lutheran lay people with the financial support 
of the Aid Association for Lutherans and Lutheran Brotherhood, now known as Thrivent after a merger of the two 
fraternal financial organizations, decided to partner with the Clarks Summit Vietnam Veterans Post #1 in order to 
restore the church building and cemetery.  The result of their work was a rededication service in October of 
1989. This action resulted in an organization of Lutheran lay people and pastors known as the Association of 
Lutheran Friends. The custody of the property was given to the association by Ransom Township in 1990. 

A memorial service led by area Lutheran pastors was held each year up until 2017, usually around Memorial 
Day and the property was maintained until the organization faded out of existence. Our very own Audrey Russell 
and Pastor Bjornstad kept the organization going until that time.  A yearly scholarship of $500.00 for an area 
Lutheran college bound student plus financial and hands on support of Lutheran World Relief, a joint ministry of 
the LCMS and ELCA, were other missions of the organization.  A yearly A.L.F. dinner in honor of Martin Luther 
occurred each November.    

 There is a checking account for A.L.F. which pays for the night lights on the property (approximately $35.00 per 
month). Pastor Bjornstad was the administrator of the checking account and yours truly was the last acting 
president of A.L.F., but with Pastor’s leaving the area and the lack of an organization, discussion began on what 
to do with the funds. It was suggested that we abandon the custody of the property and distribute the funds to 
other charities. There was approximately $3,800.00 in the account when this discussion first occurred. We did 
decide to offer two $500.00 stipends to our two youths attending the Youth Conference this year. What to do 
with the rest of the funds?

The stated mission of Association of Lutheran Friends was to provide a forum for cooperation in social ministry, 
education, and social fellowship involving Lutherans living in Northeastern Pennsylvania. The organization 
accepted the responsibility for the maintenance of the Ransom Valley Lutheran Church as well as holding a 
memorial service at least once a year. I propose that we continue this tradition established by A.L.F. by 
reactivating the organization. We could, perhaps, limit our mission to the Ransom Valley Church and The 
Lutheran Academy. Please let me know if there is any interest in my proposal here at Peace before I reach out 
to individuals in other area Lutheran Churches.

Chuck Mercer

* Light dinner will be available at 5pm 
* Children ages 5 through 12 are invited to join us for a fun week. VBS is free to everyone!
* Located at The Lutheran Ministry Center 1546 Monsey Ave, Scranton
* Children will learn about how Jesus gives them courage, wisdom, salvation, faith, and HIS love to share; 
all while having fun with our camp themed games, crafts, skits, and songs.

NEEDS:
* VOLUNTEERS (could that be YOU?!?)
* SUPPLIES (See list on VBS table)
* CHILDREN TO ATTEND (Please share 
and invite children you know)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 11-15th
5:30 -8:00pm


