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PASTOR’S  MESSAGE
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ Amen.

“Now therefore speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, “Thus says the Lord: Behold 
I am fashioning a disaster and devising a plan against you.  Return now everyone from His evil way, and make you 
ways and your doings good.” Jeremiah 18:11
              

Verses like these are often quoted during times of natural disaster.  People declare that such times as 
pandemics, plagues, and other catastrophes are acts of God’s wrath against a sinful world.  Unfortunately, the 
people declaring these things often do not see themselves as part of the cause of the problem. Their words then 
may make matters worse.
              When assigning such things as “Acts of God” we need to remember a few things.  God does not need an 
accumulation of sins of a nation or a world for us to be under His wrath.  We have enough sins of our own. Our 
personal sins are enough for us to receive the punishment of death and be separated from God for all eternity.

God doesn’t cause bad things to happen. It is not His will that people should suffer. However, He does allow 
bad things to happen that we will call on Him.  When the Athenians faced a terrible plague and every false god 
appealed to failed to end it, they would wind up praying to an unknown God at the instruction of a prophet. They 
prayed to the unknown God and the plague ended. Seven hundred years later the Apostle Paul would tell the 
Athenians who that God was that had saved them.

Zackery Taylor, in 1849 with the death toll of Cholera victims rising, called for a National Day of prayer and 
fasting to be held in August. Some Americans knelt in the streets. That month the deaths dropped dramatically.
If any believe that God allowed this pandemic because of sins committed as a nation and as a world and God’s goal 
was to call people to repentance and to a new relationship with Him, then we must admit that we have not gotten 
the message. We closed churches, limited numbers going to worship, and judged those that went to church while 
continuing to employ the pseudo-science of government guidelines.

We can’t have it both ways. If we are going to say God caused it then we need to call on His name. If we think 
God caused or allowed this, then we must turn to Him in prayer and fasting and call on Him for help. If we believe 
that God’s intervention helped to keep the deaths lower than they would have been and guided scientists to find a 
cure quickly, then we must spend time in prayer and thanksgiving. If we believe that God had nothing to do with the 
pandemic and was powerless to stop it, can we credit science with our trust?

But if we believe that God caused or allowed this to happen and are trusting science to save us from what we 
assume is a punishment from God, then we are saying that we have reached the level of God’s power. That our 
knowledge is not just equal to His but greater because we can thwart Him.  If we have not only come to believe but 
to act on this assumption then we have proved one thing.  How great our sins truly are and how delusional we have 
become in our sin.

Adam and Eve were going to be like God when they ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Those 
who were building the Tower of Babel where going to show they could accomplish anything. When attacking the city 
of AI, the Israelites did not think they needed God’s help. The Titantic was a ship that “even God couldn’t sink.” Yet 
it sank. All these attempts to be gods like the true God ended in failure.

If we want to be like the one true God we must walk in the footsteps of Jesus. We must take up our cross and 
follow. We must ask forgiveness when we are in the wrong. We also must learn not to judge based on the 
foolishness of our own understanding.

Men will declare they won a victory by their own wisdom and strength but God wins His victories in weakness. 
Let the fool declare in his heart there is no God (Psalm 14:1) but let us put our faith in Christ and act in accordance 
of what we know to be true. That God is the one to turn to and Christ the only way of avoiding God’s wrath.

SDG,

Pastor
If you have a prayer need or praise to share, please contact Pastor or 

Amy Betts in the church office anytime at 570-703-0607.



Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

The final fundraiser of the school 
year is happening on May 22nd at 
the academy building. 
All the food choices and cost details 
are on the flyer. 
If you would like to pre-order your 
items, see Amy Betts or call the 
school office at 570-507-9108. 
We will have curbside pickup for all 
pre-orders.
Weather-permitting there will also be 
tables outside for on-site eating.

If you are able, please share this 
event with friends and family.

The Lutheran Academy families, 
staff, and board all appreciate your 
continued support of the school 
through these fundraisers, 
donations, and especially your 
prayer.

The billboard you see to the right was 
designed and installed downtown in April. 
It will be up until mid-September and we 
pray that this exposure will lead more 
families to consider The Lutheran 
Academy for their student(s) this fall.

If you would like to see it in person, you 
can find it at the enterance to the Linden 
Street Parking Garage on the 300 block 
of N Washington Avenue in downtown 
Scranton.

Mission of The Lutheran Academy:
To build up the lives of God’s children 
through the training up of their minds, 

bodies, and Christian faith; that all 
children might become a lifelong 
learners, equipped to serve Jesus 

Christ in their lives of service to 
mankind.



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

+ HYMN OF THE MONTH: 
Holy Spirit Light Divine #496

“Holy Spirit light divine, shine upon 
this heart of mine,” These words and those that 
follow in the hymn were written by Andrew 
Reed.  Reed was born in London in 1787. 
During his life he founded the London Orphan 
Asylum, the Asylum for the Fatherless children, 
the Infant orphan Asylum, the Hospital for the 
incurables, and the Asylum for Idiots.  On 
February 25, 1862, Yale University bestowed 
on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity.

In the words of Reed’s hymn we find 
the work of the Holy Spirit creating true faith in 
our hearts and dispelling the darkness of 
unbelief  and doubt. The Holy Spirit then by His 
power continues His work by revealing to us 
more understanding and meaning as we study 
the scriptures that we may see our Savior’s 
face.

As we sing this hymn let us 
remember the many ways in which the Holy 
Spirit illuminates our heart that we may offer 
worship and praise for all that God has done 
and continues to do for us.

Last month you were asked to 
think about the questions: Does 
truth change from person to 
person? If knowing God is 
possible how is it possible? How 
did you answer the question? Did 
you surprise yourself with what 
you wrote? Was it a response you 
were proud of? Does the way you 
live reflect how you responded or 
was how you answered very 
different from how you live?

Your question for May is: 
Why do people do good things?

Make sure to place the date and your thoughts on the page. 
If you would like to discuss them with Pastor that would be 
great! If you want to keep them to yourselves that is fine as 
well. You may also want to note whether you prayed for 
anyone that day and whether you read the Bible at all that 
day. Don’t worry about how few or how many pages you use 
each day. At the end of the challenge, Pastor will ask you to 
share some insights from the challenge anonymously for 
inclusion in the newsletter.

(The questions I am asking you are inspired by Questions on 
the website of the New Jersey District of The LCMS written 
by Rev. Dr. Anthony Steinbronn, author of a book on 
worldview.)

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
As a Covid-19 measure, the Lord’s Supper is administered in this manner at Peace. After the elements have 
been consecrated by the pastor, the liturgist will come to you at your pew with the host. After you have received 
the host the acolyte or congregational president will come to you at your pew with the individual cup. You are 
encouraged to take your own cup from the tray. 
After everyone has received the body and blood of Christ, the acolyte or congregational president will collect the 
used individual cups from you. 
If you prefer to receive from the common cup, you may go up to the first step to receive the wine from pastor and 
then return to your pew. 
If you or your children will not be receiving but would like to go to the pastor for a blessing we encourage you to 
do so.

SUMMER HOURS begin on Father’s Day - 
Sunday, June 20th with one Sunday morning 

service at 9:18am.
Saturday service will continue at 5:00pm.



Saturday afternoon Confirmation Classes will be held from 3 p.m. – 4 p.m  on 
May 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29. Also all students should be attending Sunday 
morning Bible study class from 9:30-10:15am.  See you there!  Any adults 
who would like to learn more about our faith or are not currently members of 
Peace but would like to be are welcome to join us on Saturdays.
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Men's Retreat  
June	4	-	6	2021

	
Lake	Chautauqua	Lutheran	Center

5013	NY-430,	Bemus	Point,	NY	14712
	

Speaker:		Rev.	Eric	TriIen
Gloria	Dei	Lutheran	Church	in	Hudson,	Ohio

	
Retreat	is	in	cooperaPon	with	the	Eastern	District	Lutheran	Hour	Ministries
	
NOTE:		2021	Men’s	Retreat	scheduled	under	pandemic	precauPons.	All	events	subject	to	change.
RegistraPon	forms	are	located	on	the	bullePn	board	at	the	back	of	church,	or	by	calling	the	office	to	
have	one	mailed/emailed	to	you.
For	further	informaPon	about	the	event,	contact	Lee	Roseboom	at	LFRoseboom@gmailcom

The coloring page in the 
newsletter each month can 

be turned in and we will 
send them to the residents 

at The Gardens at 
Greenridge where our 

beloved Audrey Russell 
lives.

June Fundraiser:  Pot Roast Dinner
Saturday, June 5th

TAKE OUT from 4:00-6:00pm

$11 each
Peace Lutheran Church

Advanced tickets are recommended. 

Jim Calpin will once again delight our tasebuds with his delicious pot 
roast dinner. Invite your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers to 

purchase a meal and support the work of Peace Lutheran Church. 
This one will sell out fast, so get your tickets early! 
No guarentees of walk-in meals being available.

Speak to Amy Betts at church or by calling the office (570-703-0607)
to reserve your dinners.

Birthdays
Michele Cherney 2
John Babbitts III 17
Frank Schulze 30

Baptism Birthdays
Emiline Black 29
Titus Black 29
Levi Black 29



God	Bless	You!	From	your	friend	_____________________	at	Peace	Lutheran	Church.	






