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PASTOR’S  MESSAGE

Grace,	mercy	and	peace	to	you	from	God	our	Father	and	Our	Lord	and	savior	Jesus	Christ.	Amen

“So	God	created	man	in	His	image,	in	the	image	of	God	He	created	them;	male	and	female	He	created	them”
~	Genesis	1:27

Comedian	Jeff	Allen	in	one	of	his	rou>nes	says	“I	believe	teenagers	are	God’s	revenge	on	mankind.	I	really	do.	I	think	the	
good	Lord	was	looking	down	over	His	crea>on	and	said	‘Let’s	see	how	they	like	it	to	create	someone	in	their	own	image	who	
denies	their	existence.’”

As	human	beings	we	are	always	aJemp>ng	to	play	god.		We	want	to	re-create	humanity	into	a	version	that	is	super-
human.		A	version	that	would	make	the	model	made	by	God	obsolete.	Wouldn’t	that	be	great,	many	ask?

But,	would	it?	If	we	were	ever	able	to	make	a	super	human	species	or	a	species	that	transcends	us,	why	would	that	
species	want	anything	to	do	with	us?	Would	it	really	want	a	rela>onship	with	flawed,	weaker	creators?	The	answer	is	they	
wouldn’t	want	a	rela>onship	with	us.	They	would	want	nothing	to	do	with	us.	This	is	not	a	great	insight	or	foresight.	We	don’t	
have	to	look	further	than	when	people	thought	they	were	a	gene>cally	superior	race	of	men.	An	Arian	race	that	had	to	wipe	
out	the	members	of	the	“inferior”	peoples	of	the	earth	who	didn’t	measure	up	to	Arian	perfec>on.	Millions	paid	the	price	as	
the	Nazis	tried	to	affect	their	final	solu>on.

The	second	thing	we	need	to	be	reminded	of	is	that	trying	to	be	equal	with	God	is	what	caused	death,	sin,	violence,	and	
illness	to	enter	into	the	world.	

Rather	than	ignoring	that	the	Creator	exists	by	trying	to	make	man	beJer	ourselves,	we	need	to	become	beJer	with	
God’s	help	by	working	to	become	more	like	our	creator	meant	us	to	be.	This	will	not	be	accomplished	through	technological	
advancements,	ar>ficial	gene>c	engineering,	or	scien>fic	discoveries.	It	can	only	be	accomplished	with	God’s	guidance	
through	a	life>me	of	struggling	and	learning	to	trust	in	him	as	He	guides	us	through	our	lives.	It	is	a	process	that	never	ends	
un>l	we	reach	heaven.	It	is	a	process	that	includes	personal	failure.	It	means	constantly	comparing	what	our	image	should	
look	like	with	what	it	currently	looks	like,	and	being	open	to	what	needs	to	happen	for	that	image	to	change.

In	our	quest	to	be	or	create	a	“superior-human”	species	we	have	another	ques>on	to	answer.	How	can	we	improve	
upon	the	fact	that	our	creator	did	not	think	it	below	himself	to	take	on	human	flesh	and	live	among	us?	He	did	not	think	it	
below	himself	to	experience	all	the	challenges	we	face	first	hand	yet	without	sin.	

We	seek	to	create	something	that	will	surpass	us.	To	create	something	that	will	outlive	us.		Yet	we	ignore	the	God	
who	surpasses	us	in	every	way.	The	God	who	is	perfect	and	freely	gives	that	perfec>on	to	all	of	us.	A	creator	who	made	us	all	
in	His	image.

Even	if	we	were	to	clone	or	manufacture	a	human	being,	what	could	we	ever	create	that	would	be	superior	to	the	one	
who	went	to	the	cross	for	us?	Even	as	creators	we	certainly	would	not	be	equal	to	the	Father	who	was	willing	to	give	His	only	
begoJen	Son	for	us.	Even	as	creators	we	would	not	be	equal	to	Christ	whose	hands	and	feet	were	pierced	by	nails.	We	would	
not	be	equal	to	the	one	whose	brow	was	pierced	by	the	crown	of	thorns.	We	could	never	hope	as	creators	to	be	equal	to	the	
Spirit	who	hovered	above	the	waters	and	worked	faith	in	our	hearts.	Our	stronger	and	healthier,	superior	being,	even	if	
endowed	with	god-like	powers	could	not	come	close	to	the	one	true	God.

We	are	made	in	God’s	own	image.	Our	weaknesses	and	infirmi>es	are	from	our	denying	and	defying	God	not	from	our	
wisdom.	We	cannot	care	for	the	world	and	each	other	as	we	should.	Yet	we	think	in	the	false	imagina>on	of	our	hearts	that	
we	can	create	something	that	surpasses	our	own	foolishness.

As	we	enter	the	season	of	Lent,	let	us	give	up	our	pretensions	and	remember	that	from	dust	we	were	formed	and	to	
dust	we	will	return.	Remember	also	God	loved	you	so	much	that	He	sacrificed	everything	to	make	sure	you	would	be	His	own.	
There	is	no	way	we	will	ever	improve	on	that.

SDG,

Pastor	

If you have a prayer need or praise to share, please contact Pastor or Amy Betts in the 
church office anytime at 570-703-0607.



Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

Krispy Kreme Fundraiser
When you purchase an Original Glazed Dozen Glazed Donut Certificate for only $8, you can satisfy 
your sweet tooth AND support Christian education! 

Certificates will be on sale from March 1 to March 24th 
Certificates will be delivered to you between March 28-April 1.

See Alfred Betts at Peace or call the school office at 570-507-9108 to order. 
Money and orders due by March 24th.

Thank you for your support.

Our annual TLA Pancake Breakfast was reimagined this year. We held a Pancake Breakfast Kit  
Fundraiser on Saturday, February 13th. Our goal was to sell 60 kits. We are pleased to share we sold 
28 Standard and 50 Family Kits, exceeding our initial goal. The profit from this fundraiser is $1575!! 
We had 15 volunteers, and estimate we fed over 300 people. THANK YOU to all who supported this 
fundraiser. 

Enjoy a few photos of the crew preparing the kits.

Each kit consisted of pancake 
mix, blueberries, chocolate 
chips, sprinkles, syrup, and 

chocolate covered 
strawberries.



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

+ HYMN OF THE MONTH: 
Take My Life and Let it Be #783

In the authors own words: “Perhaps you will be 
interested to know the origin of the consecration 
hymn, “Take my life.” I went for a little visit of five 
days. There were ten persons in the house, some 
unconverted and long prayed for, some converted 
but not rejoicing Christians. He gave me the prayer, 
“Lord, give me all in this house!” And He just did! 
Before I left the house every one had got a blessing. 
The last night of my visit I was too happy to sleep, 
and passed most of the night in praise and renewal 
of my own consecration, and these little couplets 
formed themselves and chimed in my heart one 
after another, till they finished with, “Ever, ONLY, 
ALL for Thee!”” 
Francis Ridley Havergal always in ill health was 
called home to the Lord at the age of 42. She was 
the daughter of an English rector. She was an 
accomplished singer and pianist. Her true joy was 
when the Lord was able to work through her to 
impact others in their spiritual life. She writes in the 
hymn her willingness to give everything she has 
and is to God’s purpose. As we pray “Thy will be 
done” her hope should be ours as well.

Last month you were asked 
to think about the questions:  
“Who or what determines 
what is right or wrong? Is 
or should everyone be held 
accountable to the same set 
of moral behaviors? If yes 
why? If not why not?  How 
did you answer the question? 
Did you surprise yourself with 
what you wrote? Was it a 
response you were proud of? 
Does the way you live reflect 
how you responded or was 
how you answered very 

different from how you live? 

Your question for March is “When it comes to 
things in or of the world, how do you determine 
what is true or false? Where does this information 
come from?” Make sure to place the date and your 
thoughts on the page. If you would like to discuss 
them with Pastor that would be great! If you want to 
keep them to yourselves that is fine as well. You may 
also want to note whether you prayed for anyone that 
day and whether you read the Bible at all that day. 
Don’t worry about how few or how many pages you 
use each day. At the end of the challenge, Pastor will 
ask you to share some insights from the challenge 
anonymously for inclusion in the newsletter. 
(The questions I am asking you are inspired by 
Questions on the website of the New Jersey District 
of The LCMS written by Rev. Dr. Anthony Steinbronn, 
author of a book on worldview.)

“The belief that we live in a secular age is an 
illusion…secular thought is mostly composed of 
repressed religion. ... It is Jewish and Christian 

monotheism - not European enlightenment - that is 
the chief source of the practice of toleration” John 

Gray an atheist and author of the book "Seven 
Types of Atheism.”

Roasted Chicken Dinner Fundraiser
Saturday, March 13th

TAKE OUT from 4:00-6:00pm
$10 each

Dinner to include: chicken, potatoes, carrots, a roll, and dessert.

Tickets available for purchase from Amy Betts at the church, or 
by calling the office. Advanced purchase recommended.

Save the Date:
April Fundraiser:  Pasta & Meatballs Dinner

Saturday, April 17th
TAKE OUT from 4:00-6:00pm

Peace Lutheran Church

A big THANK YOU to all who have been contributing desserts for our fundraising dinners!



Saturday afternoon Confirmation Classes will be held from 3 p.m. – 4 p.m  on 
March 6, 13, 20, and 26 weather permitting. Also all students should be 
attending Sunday morning Bible study class from 9:30-10:15am.  See you 
there!  Any adults who would like to learn more about our faith or are not 
currently members of Peace but would like to be are welcome to join us on 
Saturdays.

Birthdays
Lillian Colbert   5
Amy Betts   8
Julian Vaccaro   8
Kobe Sauter 16
Jessi Black 16
Susan Crosbie 23
John Kramer Jr 24
Kyle Ward 25
Doug Roberts 28

Baptism Birthdays
Lillian Colbert 21

MarchAs a Covid-19 measure the Lord’s Supper will be administered at the 10:30 a.m. 
service in this manner. After the elements have been consecrated by the pastor. 

The liturgist will come to you at your pew with the host. After you have received the 
host the acolyte or congregational president will come to you at your pew with the 

individual cup. You are encouraged to take your own cup from the tray. After 
everyone has received the body and blood of Christ the acolyte or congregational 

president will collect the used individual cups from you. 
If you prefer to receive from the common cup, you may go up to the first step to 

receive the wine from pastor and then return to your pew. 
If you or your children will not be receiving but would like to go to the pastor for a 

blessing we encourage you to do so.

A time to pray!  Please sign up for a time to come to the church and 
pray during our annual St. Patrick’s Day Prayer vigil. Time slots are  
broken into fifteen minute increments. Sign up for one time slot or 
sign up for more. Pray alone or pray with family or friends. 
We have a lot to pray for. Prayer sheets will be provided to give you 
ideas of what to pray for. 

You can sign-up on the sheet in the narthex or by e-mailing Pastor or 
calling Amy at the church office! 

PRAYER VIGIL
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Easter Lily Sponsorship
 
Easter is April 4, 2021
You once again have an opportunity to sponsor 
lily plants for the altar area. 
They are $10 each. You can complete the bulletin 
insert or call/email the church office with your 
information. Lilies can be left at the church or 
taken home after Easter. Thank you.

Looking Ahead . . . Easter Services:
Thursday, April 1 Maundy Thursday 7:00pm
Friday, April 2 Good Friday 9:00am 

7:00pm Tenebrae
Saturday, April 3 Easter Vigil 5:00pm
Sunday, April 4 Easter Sunday 8:15am 

10:30am

The coloring page in the newsletter 
each month can be turned in and we 
will send them to the residents at The 

Gardens at Greenridge where our 
beloved Audrey Russell lives.



God	Bless	You!	From	your	friend	_____________________	at	Peace	Lutheran	Church.	






