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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

“At the last it bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper.” Proverbs 23:32 

Yesterday Governor Wolf called for the state to legalized marijuana for recreational use to generate 
taxes to help small businesses (Pennsylvania Governor calls for state to legalize Marijuana, Citing Pandemic; 
Bill Chappell, NPR August 25, 2020).

I am not writing to make a political statement. God has warned us against such “indulgences.’ In 
Proverbs 23:30-34 He warns us against habitual drinking and the drinking of mixed wine. He tells us that do 
these things will cause our eyes to see strange things and our minds to see confusing things (Proverbs 
23:33).

We are called to treat our bodies as temples (I Corinthians 6:19-20) to the Lord and to present our 
bodies as a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1) holy and blameless.

Returning to Proverbs, God through Solomon warns us indulging in this type of sin will make the 
thoughts of our hearts utter perverse things (Proverbs 23:33) and will make us unconscious to what is 
happening around us lost in the depths of its effects (Proverbs 23:34).

We will be like the mast of a ship in stormy seas tipping from side to side, too and fro until we are 
consumed like a capsized vessel beneath the waves (Proverbs 23:33).

This is a sin. It leads to death (Romans 6:23).  God tells us plainly. He who loves us tells us to avoid it.  
At the fall, we lost much of the image of God in which we were created.  Do not be deceived. These are not 
measures to improve anything. These are measures to remove even more of the image of God in which we 
were created and reduce men and women to the understanding level of animals, cattle to be controlled, 
herded and slaughtered.

It would be easy for us to judge the person and the motives of those proposing and pushing for its 
adoption but that is not our role (Matthew 7:1; Jude 1:9). There is only one judge who knows the hearts of 
men (Hebrews 12:23). But we are called to discern what is in the world and against what Christ has taught 
for our good (I John 2:15-17).

We, because of our sins, deserve only death (Romans 1:32) and Hell (Ephesians 2:3). There is no way 
we could save ourselves (Ephesians 2:8-9). Yet for us and while we are yet sinners, Christ died for us to save 
us from our sin that we could be reconciled to the Father (Romans 5:8). That through Christ’s life, death and 
resurrection we would be free (John 8:36) and have eternal life (John 3:16).

That does not mean that we can allow sin to abound that God may show more Grace, absolutely not 
(Romans 6:1-2). It means that we need to walk in that new freedom and follow the one who freed us (John 
8:31-32).

As the disturbing developments of our time continue to unfold and surprise us each day, let us not tire 
of doing good (Galatians 6:9) but overcome the evil in our days with good (Romans 12:21). We need to 
choose those we put in power carefully. We also need to be diligent when the lies of the evil one, against 
whose temptations we struggle, are being promoted (I Peter 5:8). More importantly we must keep always in 
site the one who overcame the world (John 16:33).    

God’s continued blessings on you all during these times.

SDG,

Pastor John 

PASTOR’S  MESSAGE



Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

School begins Tuesday, 
September 8th at 8:15am. Pray 
for all our students and staff as we 
open the doors to the 2020-2021 
school year.

2020-2021 School Year

Participating brands are starting to change their packaging from a traditional 
Box Tops clip to the new Box Top label. You are probably seeing less and less 
actual box tops to cut off the packages.
If you see the new label, use the new Box Tops app to scan your receipt. 
Box Tops are still worth 10¢ each for our school, The Lutheran Academy. 
The app will find participating products purchased at any store and instantly 
add cash to the school's earnings online.
If you don’t want to download the app, please feel free to bring your receipt(s) 
to Amy Betts and she can scan them for you and the rewards will go to The 
Lutheran Academy. Every Box Top helps!

The Lutheran Academy offers open enrollment, which means as long as a spot is available in a classroom, a 
family can apply at any time during the year. Please continue to spread the word of our school.

The academy is on social media and we have recorded and shared videos 
on the following topics:

* What is Classical Education?
*  Our Christian Worldview
*  Why Latin? It is one of the distinctives of The Lutheran Academy.
*  Why logic is a valuable subject for our 7th & 8th graders at The 
    Lutheran Academy.

We encourage you to watch them if you haven’t already and share with 
friends and family. The more we all know about the classical chrisitan 
education provided at TLA, the better. And as always, please pray for the 
faculty, students, and volunteers as we begin a new school year.

Resources to share . . .

The Lutheran Academy is opening this fall both in person 
at the school building and virtutally simulteanously. 

This is a major feat and one we are willing 
to try as we strive to be an inclusive 

uncommon solution for families in the area. 
Teachers will provide instruction live Monday through 
Friday and students will attend from 8:15- 2:45 regardless 
of if participating in person or virtually. Please join us as 
we pray daily for the focus and determination of the 

faculty and students, as well as the technical smoothness to make this plan 
happen.



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

+ HYMN OF THE MONTH: 
The Son of God Forth War #661

Another hymn written by Reginald 
Heber.  We were introduced to 
him through his hymn “Holy, Holy, 
Holy.” Born in 1783 to a wealthy 
and well educated family, he 
served for sixteen years as a 
rector at his father’s church. 
Eventually he was appointed the 
Bishop of Calcutta.  He served for 
three years before dying of a 
stroke in April 1826 shortly before 
his 43rd birthday. The majority of 
the fifty-seven hymns he penned 
are still in use.
In the lyrics of this hymn we see 
the cost of discipleship for those 
faithful who paid the ultimate price 
and stood firm in the face of all 
types of trials unto death, bearing 
the cross the Lord had given 
them. At the end of each verse, 
Heber asks us, the latest 
generation of believers, “Who 
follows in their train?”  What then 
will be our answer.
Revelation 2:10 10Do not fear 
what you are about to suffer. 
Beware, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison so 
that you may be tested, and for 
ten days you will have affliction. 
Be faithful until death, and I will 
give you the crown of life.” NSRV

Birthdays Baptism Birthdays
Terry Kramer   8 Faith Babbitts 24
Isabelle Kramer 10
Chuck Mercer 14
Titus Black 15
Ali Kramer 20
Ramona Brown 22
Grace Babbitts 25

September

If you have a prayer need or praise to share, please contact Pastor or Amy Betts in the church 
office anytime at 570-703-0607.

In these troubled times, we are working to show our support for 
each other by visiting other congregations for a short time of 
prayer.
On August 30, we join together at Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
prayer for our nation, revival, and for the growth of their 
congregation. Join us as we pray with our brothers and sisters at 
St. Stephens Lutheran Church (Dickson City) on September 26th.

Return	to	Regular	Service	Schedule	
	Rally	Day	is	September	13th	and	Sunday	School	Hour	
returns	as	we	go	back	to	the	fall	worship	schedule:

	Saturday	night	service	at	5:00	pm
Sunday	services	8:15am	and	10:30	am
	Sunday	School	for	ALL	ages	9:30	am



On	September	12th,	we	will	host	our	third	annual	
Ladies	Luncheon	for	the	mothers	and	grandmothers	of	
the	children	of	our	Lutheran	Academy	and	the	ladies	of	
Peace	Lutheran	Church.		The	event	will	be	held	from	
11am-2pm	at	the	Lutheran	Ministry	Center.	As	always,	
there	will	be	delicious	food	and	Nme	to	talk	to	old	
friends	as	well	as	make	some	new	ones.		Ladies	please	
share	with	your	friends	and	let	Pastor	or	Amy	BePs	
know	if	you	will	aPend.	See	You	then!!

Thank you to the many who have continued to send in 
their offerings.
If you chose not to attend services for the near future, we 
ask that if you are able, please continue to send in your 
offerings. Some options for getting them to the church:
1) Mail your contribution by check right to 
Peace Lutheran Church 
2506 N Main Ave Scranton, PA 18508
2) Another way to contribute is to use your bank’s bill-pay 
service. 
3) Submit an online offering through the church website at 
www.yourpeace.org. 

Thank you and may God continue to bless you and keep 
you safe.

COVID19 Precautions
As you may recall from our last newsletter, in response to 
the Coronavirus we have not been passing the plate, we 
have been using pilgrim style communion, and we 
temporarily suspended the fellowship time in the back. 
We have been broadcasting all our services and 
individual communion can be set up by appointment. 
We have temporarily suspended the sharing of the peace 
during the service. We are sending bulletins and sermons 
to those who feel they can’t attend at this time. The choir 
loft is available and being utilized by those who desire to 
social distance.

For those who feel uncomfortable with the larger 10:30 
service we encourage attendance at the 5 p.m. Saturday 
night service or the 8:15 a.m. Sunday morning service.

Though no one will be turned away, we are asking that 
those attending the Saturday night service wear a mask.  
This has been the unofficial practice of those attending 
this service and we would like to honor the concerns of 
everyone who feels the need for an extra measure of 
precaution and encourage them to join this worship 
opportunity.

Finally, the 10:30 a.m. Sunday service will be a mask 
optional service.

A prayer calendar response from Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Auburn, NY

Dear Pastor John Babbitts,
Thank you for your fine letter of encouragement at a 
time when the disciples at Redeemer, Auburn are 
being refined by the trials of this world. Nothing new 
under the sun, and certainly not for this little church. 
Your note is received with great thanks, and at a time 
when we find ourselves, few in number but greatly 
loved by the Father, through the treasure of the Son 
and guided by the Spirit!
We have been led by a deacon for these past 10 
years and our church has been full of life! Then 
COVID-19 came and we closed the doors for 11 
weeks. Our deacon had a stroke after the first week, 
and he is at home still, his right side is not much use, 
and he tires easily. So we started back with our best 
foot forward, and doing things as they did long 
ago . . . ( I hope you have a sense of humor) We call 
it “do-it-yourself church” . . . one of our elders calls it 
“Sandlot church.” There’s a ton of great sermons 
online and we have willing hearts to serve - AND - we 
are doing better all the time.
Again, I thank you for the Collossians bible reference 
- it’s a great and powerful encouragement.
Keep us on your prayer list! And I will put your church 
& academy on ours. And I will leave you with my 
personal verse: 1Corinthians 16: 13-14 Be on your 
guard; stand firm in the faith;be courageous; be 
strong; do everything in love.

Best to you, 
Becky Grunder, Congregational President
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