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Grace, Mercy and Peace to you from God Our Father and Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen
 
“All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness so that the servant of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17
 
Over the past twenty-seven years I have seen many changes occur at UPS. As with all things some for the better and some for 
the worse. When I started twenty-seven years ago, the company was very strict in the quality of the wall you built out of packages 
in a trailer to insure that you filled all available space and protected the packages from being damaged. Every trailer when it 
arrived at its destination was graded for load quality and only a score of ten was acceptable. Over the years this practice has 
fallen by the way side.   

All Christian churches at one point knew that God’s word contained no errors. Verses that we didn’t understand we 
accepted as not God being unclear but that we were lacking an understanding for something He had told us. Now many churches 
deny with pride that they don’t accept the inerrancy of God’s word. They see themselves as open minded, progressive, and 
modern, telling their members that they can decide what to believe. Believing only what we want of what God tells us doesn’t 
make us wise, it makes us foolish. The scriptures are more than a guide to life or just some moral stories that some men made 
up.  It’s only by reading, studying, and finding God’s intended meaning that we can truly receive all that the scriptures are able to 
give us. These are the words from our Creator, on how we operate best under all circumstances.

When we disregard His word, we can only find ourselves in worse circumstances than we began. During the Christmas 
break Grace fixed our Boise CD player. It hadn’t worked for a couple of months. When Grace opened it up to take a look she 
found that a nickel had been put into the player instead of a disk. With the impediment removed from the player, it played just as 
well as ever. When we disregard God’s word, we're the one sticking the nickel in the player and wondering why it no longer works. 
Deciding what we accept and what we don’t casts everything else into doubt and breaks down the power of the message.

Many churches have embraced sinful activity as normal and healthy rather then condemn it as God says. This is not 
entirely new. The Roman Catholic Church used to have days when if you sinned it didn’t count. Days like Topsy Turvy day in 
January or Fat Tuesday right before Ash Wednesday.  Their belief that the Pope is above the Bible allowed for such practices and 
all of the abuses that Luther fought against.

If we start to believe the fact that death did not enter into the world because of man’s sin, but is a normal part of life then 
there was no reason for Jesus to die to defeat sin and death. If we explain away the evil that men do as genetic, then science not 
God holds the answer for improving the world’s evils. Those who accept man’s knowledge and the current age as the the most 
wise may even deny the existence of Jesus. They form the image of God into their image rather than accept that they are created 
in His, treating the scriptures as just any other book on the good reads list. Once you go there, scripture becomes no more 
important than to level out the uneven leg of the dining room table. 

As Paul writes to Timothy, all scripture comes from God. It is He who inspired the pens of those who wrote over the 
centuries that we could see in the accurate and faithful record of the scriptures that God is a fulfiller of His promises and we can 
put all our trust in Him.  When we follow what God has communicated we see His loving parental nature and His willingness to 
sacrifice everything to bring us home.

When we read and follow His word and His commandments, we receive the freedom from the sin that would otherwise 
enslave us and fill our lives with regrets and a few of death. When we struggle daily against our sinful nature to be a good disciple 
of Jesus, it may cost us what the world sees as “fun” but it saves us from a path that leads to Hell and an eternal separation from 
God. 

It also helps us in our relations to others. To love our neighbors as ourselves. To Help others see what mistakes they may 
be making in their behavior by choosing to drink excessively or engage in an extra marital affair. We can lovingly encourage 
others to refrain from profane language that brings them and all that hear their words down.

The more we ourselves study and learn all that God has done for us as Creator and through His son, the greater our own 
lives are blessed as well. The more God is able to draw us to Him by the power of the Holy Spirit and the words into which God 
himself has descended that we may be His.

Ash Wednesday is February 26th. I would encourage you rather than give something up for lent, if you follow that 
tradition, that you take up reading the scriptures every day from Ash Wednesday until Easter. That during that time you attend 
Bible Study on Sunday morning or speak with Pastor about when is a convenient time for you and some friends to get together to 
study together and receive resources for that, so that through that study the scriptures may teach and correct you in all your ways.

SDG,

Pastor

PASTOR’S  MESSAGE



Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

Visit and share the Academy website at anytime at www.thelutheranacademyscranton.org

Friday, February 28th 
from 7:00-9:00pm

ALL are invited to an 
evening of games, food, 

and fellowship at The Lutheran Academy. Come 
get to know the students and families of our 
school.
Game night is held the last Friday of each month 
throughout the school year. 
Mark your calendars now to participate.

  Lutheran Schools Week: January 27-31

We thank God for the opportunity through our school, 
The Lutheran Academy, to provide excellent 
academic preparation for the children we serve. We are 
most grateful for the opportunity to share Jesus’ 
amazing love with children and their families. National 

Lutheran Schools Week gaves us an opportunity to proclaim these great blessings within our community. 
During Lutheran Schools Week, we spent time each day in 1 Thess. 5: 16–24 being Joy:Fully, Thank:fully, 
Peace:Fully, Faith:Fully, and Hope:Fully Lutheran.

Please continue tp pray for our school and all those in the LCMS. Pray for each student and their family, our 
teachers, staff, volunteers, and our Board of Directors. Pray for the families we have YET to meet and serve. 
Pray that all of these and more will know God’s love and mercy and will live every day full of JOY, THANKS, 
PEACE, FAITH, and HOPE!

We were blessed to have 4 Pastors visit the Academy during Lutheran Schools Week. Thank you to Pastor 
Babbitts, Pastor Zimmerman, Pastor Bode, and Pastor Haenfling for sharing God’s word and your time with our 
students and staff. 

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, February 25th from 

4:00-700pm
1546 Monsey Ave

Scranton, PA 18509

Help us spread the word to those 
you know!
What does Classical Christian 
Education looks like? Could The 
Lutheran Academy could be the 
right fit for a child you know?
See the school, meet some of the 
staff, and ask questions. 
You'll never know if you don't 
KNOW what we are all about. 



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES:
On Sunday, January 5th, our 2020 Peace 
Church Council was installed during the 
10:30am worship service. 

The Fellowship of the Believers
Acts 2:42 - And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers.

SOUPER BOWL BLOCK PARTY
On January 26th over 50 people gathered for a  soup potluck. We spent some time in fellowship 
with members of Peace and three The Lutheran Academy families.

Do you have some ideas for fellowship and/or events to be held at Peace? You will find a 
suggestion box at back of church. Place your ideas big or small in the box.

+ HYMN OF THE MONTH: 
The Old Rugged Cross SJ #247 

The Old Rugged 
Cross was written 
by Rev. George 
Bennard. He was 
at a revival when some of the 
youth began mocking him for 
saying that they needed to give 
their lives over to Jesus. Bennard 
fell into a depression and started to 
read the scriptures to find the 
meaning of the cross and what it 
meant to take up your cross. It was 
these readings that inspired him to 
write the hymn. From 1912 when 
he was mocked until 1913 he wrote 
the lyrics in Sturgeon Bay, 
Wisconsin.

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

“Sunday Supper Fellowship” hosted by Immanuel Lutheran Church

Immanuel and St. John - Pittston will be hosting a once-a-month potluck dinner and brief Bible Study in 
the Parish Hall (238 Reese). Next one is scheduled for Sunday, February 9th, starting at 5:00 p.m. 
Come and share a meal with your fellow members of the Lackawanna Lutheran family. For those that 
like to play some board games, feel free to stay longer after the meal and brief study. 
Open invite, bring a friend!

Pastor	and	
Mrs.	Babbi/s	
would	like	to	
invite	you	to		
a/end	the	Eagle	Scout	
Ceremony	of	their	son	John	on	
Saturday,	February	29th.
The	event	will	begin	at	11	a.m.	
and	will	be	held	at		the	
Delaware	Valley	Middle	School.	
If	you	are	able	to	a/end	please	
R.S.V.P.	by	February	22.

PLARN
Our plarn workers are hard at work every Monday evening. Six mats has been completed and 
more are in the works. If you have never attended, please consider stopping in and learning 
about the process and how you can help. Thank you to those who faithfully come and work 
together for those less fortunate.



What	happens	when	you	combine	God	given	musical	ability, 			Great	Food,
and	a	tradiMonal	worship	service?

Answer:	You	are	tripley	blessed!

On	March	22nd	at	the	10:30	service,	the	Concordia	College	Community	Choir	will	join	us	in	worship	to	share	their	
God	given	talents	with	us.	Following	the	worship	service,		John	Babbi/s	“The	original”	and	Bill	Elig	will	provide	us	
with	another	meal	to	remember.	Please	invite	friends!!!

Birthdays
Charolette Hafich   7
Elizabeth Kramer   8
Kerry Hackenberg   26
Lori Harsche   27

Baptism Birthdays
Tina Bernardi 10
Alexis Cherney

February

Eventually the Box Tops program 
will become digital-only. Participating 
brands are starting to change their 
packaging from a traditional Box 

Tops clip to the new Box Top label.
If you see this label, use the new 

Box Tops app to scan your receipt. 
Box Tops are still worth 10¢ each for 

your school. The app will find 
participating products purchased at 
any store and instantly add cash to 
our school's earnings online. You 
can find and add The Lutheran 
Academy as the organziation to 
receive your Box Tops credit. 
Thank you for your support!

Monthly	Prayer	Calendar
For February, we will be praying for 
Students of Concordia College in 
Seward, NE. 
	
Pray for them to filled with knowledge, 
spiritual wisdom, strength, patience, and joy.
We will then send that person a note letting 
them know that as a congregation we have 
lifted them up in prayer. 

Have a special prayer need? 
How about a praise?

Please share with Amy in the office so it 
can be included in the bulletin on Sundays.






