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Grace, Mercy and peace to you from God Our Father and Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,” Philippians 1:3

November is a month of remembering and giving thanks. On November 1st, we remember those who have been 
called home by the Lord. On November 5th, we have the privilege of electing public servants to run our system of government 
that has been established in our constitution. On November 11th we remember and thank our veterans, remembering their 
sacrifices and giving thanks for their service. In addition on that same day, we remember when the guns fell silent in the war 
to end all wars. The fourth Thursday of the month we remember the pilgrims and thank God for all He has given us this year in 
our lives and our nation. 

In November, we also focus on the end of another church year. 

Bing Crosby used to sing that he fell asleep counting his blessings. There have been so many blessings this year I’m 
sure we could all pass out from exhaustion before attempting the impossible task of making a complete list. One of the 
blessings I’ve had this year is to work with the members of our church council. As a congregation we could not ask for a better 
one.  The new members we elect at our December 8th voter’s meeting will certainly have big shoes to fill. 

Many of the current council members have served for many years and hung in there when there was no one else to fill 
the gaps. Serving in any position, including on the church council, can be a thankless job that takes a lot of criticism. Not easy 
for someone who volunteers, giving their time and talents, to endure.  Their faithfulness is something those who follow will 
want to strive to duplicate.

In the Broadway smash musical Hamilton, George Washington announces his intent to retire and not seek a third 
term as President in the song “One Last Time.” Alexander Hamilton tries every argument to persuade Washington that he 
should continue to serve. Washington, ever mindful of the example he is setting, has decided his new role is to help the nation 
move forward so that it endures after he is gone.

As one of our Council members pointed out at the beginning of a recent worship service, all of the current Council 
members with two exceptions have passed their term limits. It is time for others to take up those offices and help Peace 
continue to move forward. I pray that those who are nominated will consent to serve for the good of all God’s people. 

I thank God for all whom Christ has gathered here at Peace and all that will come to know Christ because of your 
witness to our community and the world. God is working great things through His people here at Peace by the power of His 
Holy Spirit. May God always find us willing servants to be led in the ways He leads. 

SDG,

Pastor

PASTOR’S  MESSAGE

Monthly	Prayer	Calendar
For November, we will be praying for Students and Staff of Concordia University, Seward, Nebraska. 
	
Pray for them to filled with the knowledge of God’s will with all spiritual wisdom and understanding to help them walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to God, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 
That they would be strengthened by God with all power according to his glorious might for all endurance patience with joy; 
giving thanks to the Father that they have qualified that person and us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light and that 
He has delivered that person and us from the domain of darkness and transferred them to the kingdom of his beloved Son in 
whom that person and us have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
 
This is the prayer of St. Paul for the Colossians. We will then send that person a note letting them know that as a 
congregation we have lifted them up in prayer. 



Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

Visit and share the Academy website at anytime at www.thelutheranacademyscranton.org

Thank you to all who bought the Boscov’s 
Friends Helping Friends $5 shopping pass 
from The Lutheran Academy We sold 70 
shopping passes and made $350 of our 
$600 fundraising goal.

Boscov’s

Galatians 5:13 - “Serve one another humbly in love.”
Psalm 100:2 - “Serve the Lord with gladness!”

When I first came to the academy, I had a hard time keeping everyone straight. Two men, however, 
seemed to function as an experienced vaudeville comedy team: Jerry and Rick. Crazy jokes and 
hilarious banter made these two immediately memorable. My admiration grew when I discovered that 
Jerry keeps the building in good repair and supplies what is needed for things to run smoothly. Rick 
quietly removes the mountain of garbage and recyclables we generate each week. What BIG blessings 
for us! 

Susan is the true definition of a godsend. She is a lightening-fast room painter, a detailed organizer-
extraordinaire, and a quick study in the academy office as a replacement for Miss Bonnie (no easy 
task!). Susan is cheerful, diligent, helpful, and capable. She also doubles as our in-house school nurse 
and she bakes us yummy treats. Who could ask for anything more?

Carsten pours himself into our students in many ways. He leads devotions three times a day, four days 
a week, and midweek he teams with Pastor Bode to lead chapel. He teaches classroom music three 
times a day, four days a week, and three additional days he directs instrumental music groups and 
provides music instruction. He also teaches some music students privately. We would not be a fine 
arts academy without the exceptional instruction Carsten donates to TLA. We all are very grateful!

THANKFUL FOR THOSE WHO SERVE - Part 2
 By Academy Principal Mrs. Jan Wells

The Lutheran Academy Budget Overview

INCOME
75% of Budget comes from Tuition. 

This is a combination of parent-pay and United Way Scholarships 
11% of Budget comes from the Peace Subsidy to the Academy
5% of Budget comes from Fundraisers
5% of Budget comes from Donations
2% of Budget comes from Registration fees

EXPENSES
81% of income covers staffing costs including full-time, adjunct, and substitute 
teacher coverage
10% of income covers the renting of the Lutheran Ministry Center
4% of income covers curriculum costs
5% of income covers the miscellaneous expenses of running the school The wonderful fire fighters from 

Scranton Fire Department observed 
a fire drill at The Lutheran Academy 

October 23rd. We passed! The 
students enjoyed seeing a fire truck, 
and for a demonstration about fire 
safety plans and what a fire fighter 

would look and sound like.



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES:
+ SPECIAL PRAYERS & PRAISE
For Joann Roberts recovering from surgery.
For a wonderful turnout at the Oktoberfest Block Party on Sunday, October 27th.
Our first block Party worked out great! Think we should do them more often? Many who came 
do! The Sunday before the Super Bowl, January 26th, we will hold our 
next block party. We will have soup in a bowl and deli sandwiches after 
church. Have a great soup recipe? Make some to share and be sure to 
invited the neighbors!
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Roseann Smith Alperin Award 
On Thursday, October 17th, Amy Betts was presented with the Roseann 
Smith Alperin Award by the Scranton Area Community Foundation.  
The Roseann Smith Alperin Award was established to recognize an 
outstanding female volunteer who demonstrates the capacity to lead, 
motivate, and inspire others and the community she serves. Amy’s 

volunteer and leadership skills are utilized in her work 
with the Junior League of Scranton, Girl Scouts, and The 
Lutheran Academy school board.
In addition to her husband Ky, attending the awards 
ceremony representing Peace Lutheran Church and The 
Lutheran Academy were Jane Borchin, Sharyn Martucci, 
MaryAnn McGuire, and Susan Crosbie. Congratulations 
to Amy Betts!

+ HYMN OF 
THE MONTH: 
Crown Him with 
Many Crowns # 525

Written in 1851, the 
hymn has two authors each of whom 
wrote six verses. Matthew Bridges had 
turned from Anglican to Catholic. The 
hymn was based on Revelation 19:12 
“His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on 
His head were many crowns; and He had 
a name written, that no man knew but 
himself”. Godfrey Thring was an 
Anglican priest who was concerned that 
protestant church members would be 
singing Roman Catholic doctrine and so 
decided to compose six verses of his 
own for the hymn. Most modern 
hymnals take the three most popular 
verses from each author.

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

Kerry Hackenberg’s 60-Mile Walk
The Susan G. Komen 3-Day® isn’t just a 60-mile walk over the course of three days—it’s a journey 
to the end of breast cancer. Komen has a Bold Goal—to reduce the current number of breast cancer 
deaths by 50% in the U.S. by 2026.
We always talked about taking a girl’s trip, where we’d go, what’d we do – big dreams! Instead we 
signed up to walk 60 miles over 3 days? Hence, our team name: Worst. Wine. Tour. Ever.! Let’s 
face it – we like wine and a 60 mile walk doesn’t really sound like much fun. But it makes us laugh 
and we know in the end, we WILL have some wine, and most importantly we have contributed to 
the fight against breast cancer!	Each member of the team was required to raise $2300 over the last 8 
months. We held several fundraisers and finally reached our goal a 
month before the walk. The total amount raised by our team was 

$11,520. The entire event in Philadelphia consisted of over 600 walkers and 250 volunteers and raised over 
$1.7M for the fight to end breast cancer.
On a personal note and why this was so important to me…my mother died in 2005 after fighting the 
disease for 10 years. My sister was diagnosed in November and had to undergo treatment. Thankfully, 
because of the money events like this raise, there are preventative options for high risk people. I may never 
have to go through the pain and suffering my mom and sister have gone through. Walking 60 miles isn’t 
nearly as difficult as having breast cancer. That’s why we walked! It was painful and hard but each time we 
wanted to give up we would think of a loved one we have lost or who has suffered with the disease. The 
experience was extremely emotional and amazing. I’m grateful to my friends who agreed to go on this 
adventure with me and words can’t really explain the difference it has made in all our lives. We may 
actually do it again next year!?!?!?  
You can see more about the entire journey on our website - www.worstwinetourever.cm

Looking Ahead . . . 
December 8 Annual Congregational Voter’s Meeting
December 24 Children’s Christmas Program during the 5:30pm Family Service

8:00pm Candle Light Service

http://www.worstwinetourever.com/


Birthdays Baptism Birthdays
Kinsley Black  6 Beverly Gedrimas  9
Joy Babbitts 16 Jason Sauter 10
Ed Smith 17 John Kramer 22
Jen Praefke 22 Pastor Babbitts 27

November

Estudio	de	la	Biblia…Saturdays	from	4:00-5:00pm	we	are	
hos<ng	a	bible	study	of	the	parables	of	Jesus	for	people	
who	find	it	easier	to	communicate	and	understand	in	
Spanish.		If	you	know	anyone	who	would	be	interested	
in	joining	us,	encourage	them	to	come,	or	beGer	yet,	
bring	them	and	stay	for	this	wonderful	study	
opportunity!

As we update our church website, we are looking for 
a photo of each person to put next to their name 
and a short bio from family members (Birthdate, 
date of being called home, their occupation, spouse 
and how many children, role(s) they played in the 
church). If you have this information about one of 
our founding members, please get that to Amy Betts 
in the church office.

Founding Fathers of Peace Lutheran Church
Johann Schweitzer
Wilhelm Schweitzer
Phillip Schweitzer
Friedrich Schack
Matthaus Klees
August Eidinger

Frederick Eidinger
Matthias Rudat

Richard Brieswitz
Jacob Korban

August Schlesser
Gustav Monskie
Wilhelm Schmidt

Gustav Erkor
Jacob Pencek

Classes will be held from 
3:00-4:00 pm on these 
Saturdays:

Nov 2nd Nov 16th 
 

If you would like to become a member of Peace 
Lutheran Church but have a conflict with these 
meeting dates or times, please speak with Pastor 
Babbitts.

PLARN
Our plarn workers are hard at work every Monday evening. Two 
mat has been completed and more are in the works. If you have 
never attended, please consider stopping in and learning about the 
process and how you can help. Thank you to those who faithfully 
come and work together for those less fortunate.

COUNCIL NOMINATIONS
Nominations for upcoming council 
election are due by noon on Wed, 
November 6th. Please prayerfully 

consider serving or nominating someone 
to serve the church. 

President
Vice President

Secretary
Elder

Trustee
Financial Secretary

The time flew by as Rev. Dr. Tony 
Steinbronn led us in a study of 
Jesus' parables. Jesus not only 
taught the parables he lived them. 
We had eight in attendance six 
from Peace and two from 
Immanuel and Dr. Steinbronn said 
he would love to come back! 

Pastor will be putting up posters in the narthex on the topics 
that Dr. Steinbronn has prepared to speak on. Take a look at 
the posters and tell Pastor or Amy which one you would like to 
see at Peace and we’ll make the arrangements!  And please 
talk with someone who was there!



The Sermon on the Mount






