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Grace, Mercy and Peace to you from God Our Father and Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” John 1:1

John may seem an odd choice for reflection in December. His Gospel doesn’t start with a birth narrative. It starts with 
the same first words as Genesis, “In the beginning.” In Genesis, God spends three days creating space and then three days 
filling that space. Just like parents preparing for a baby’s arrival. God creates the Heaven and the Earth. He creates light. He 
separates the light from the darkness. He separates the water from the dry ground. Makes trees and vegetation. Then for the 
next three days he fills those spaces.  God makes the sun, moon and stars to fill space. Birds to fill the air and sea creatures 
to fill the oceans. Then come the land creatures and last of all man in His own image.

John identifies Jesus here as one and the same with the God of creation. Centuries later God prepared another space. 
This space was much smaller and was a room for one. It was the womb of a virgin. A place so that the Christ child, the Word, 
could become flesh, a child in the same way we are and yet true God come to live among us. That child would experience life 
as we do. Would understand all of our challenges first hand. With the all-important omission of sin. So completely human was 
Jesus that those closest to Him often forgot He was also truly God.

In this world where is God’s space you might ask? We might answer in His churches where the word is preached and 
thought pure doctrine is found and His sacraments administered. He certainly is found there. We may also answer He is 
everywhere and that too is certain. But in many cases He has been pushed out. Many know in their hearts that they need a 
relationship with God but don’t know what place God should take in their lives.  The human heart often becomes so full of 
clutter and concerns during our lives that their is no room for what is most important.  Pain, sadness, worry, anxiety, fear and 
sinful desires clutter the heart. So space needs to be made. The clutter needs to be cleaned out and only God can clean it. No 
medical procedure or bypass surgery will ever be able to accomplish what God through His power and mercy can. The 
creation of a new heart within us needs the creator. Every day for those who are baptized and live in Christ our hearts are 
being cleaned out, so that a new heart exists. A new heart, that is clean, pure, and unblemished that the Lord may enter in by 
grace through faith by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus came into the world that the world through Him would be saved.

So let every heart prepare Him room. Through your words and actions, share Him with someone who hasn’t received 
the message of the first and greatest gift ever, Christ Jesus himself. For when someone new comes to faith in Christ Jesus 
Our Lord, Heaven and nature sings. When all lives and hearts one day are filled by Him then will we truly have Joy in this 
World.

May God bless your preparations for this holy season!  

SDG,

Pastor 

PASTOR’S  MESSAGE

Monthly	Prayer	Calendar
For December, we will be praying for Students and Staff of The Lutheran Academy. 
	
Pray for them to filled with the knowledge of God’s will with all spiritual wisdom and understanding to help them walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to God, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 
That they would be strengthened by God with all power according to his glorious might for all endurance patience with joy; 
giving thanks to the Father that they have qualified that person and us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light and that 
He has delivered that person and us from the domain of darkness and transferred them to the kingdom of his beloved Son in 
whom that person and us have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
 
This is the prayer of St. Paul for the Colossians. We will then send that person a note letting them know that as a 
congregation we have lifted them up in prayer. 



Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

Visit and share the Academy website at anytime at www.thelutheranacademyscranton.org

Friday, December 20th from 7:00-9:00pm

ALL are invited to an evening of games, food, 
and fellowship at The Lutheran Academy.

As we approach the end of another calendar year, 
we at the Academy reflect on the blessings of this 
school, the students and families we can minister 
and witness to, and the lasting impact a christian 
education can have on these youth.
THANK YOU for your continued support of the 
mission of The Lutheran Academy. THANK YOU 
for praying for our students, their families, our 
staff, and volunteers. THANK YOU for 
recognizing The Lutheran Academy is a mission 
field upon which our staff and pastors can reach 
out and strengthen families. 

And lastly, THANK YOU for financially supporting 
the work being done at the Academy. There is still 
time to make a final year-end donation to the 
Academy. There are envelopes in the pew for 
your convenience. And as always, you can send a 
donation directly via mail to The Lutheran 
Academy.



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES:
+ SPECIAL PRAYERS & PRAISE
For Joann Roberts recovering from surgery.

On November 21, John Babbitts became the newest Eagle Scout. 
A member of Troop 76 in Shohola Pennsylvania. John received 
approval for his project in October of 2017. He spent a year fund 
raising and earning money to finance the project which cost over 
$3,400 and required 803 hours of volunteer work.  His project was 
to build a Koi pond in a courtyard at the Delaware Valley Middle 
School.  The pond is going to be used as part of the school’s 
environmental education program by providing a thriving 
ecosystem. The pond besides beautifying an area long neglected 
will be able to be used for teaching opportunities in the disciplines 
of ecology, biology and other sciences. The hope of John, the 
school and the Garden Club is that this example of working together will foster more projects 
and a greater willingness to work with the youth in the community.  Congratulations John!

 

Congratualtions to Faith Babbitts for your induction into the 
National Junior Honor Society.

Welcome to our newly welcomed members of Peace Lutheran 
Church: John and Terri Kramer, and Mary Smith.

The Fellowship of the Believers
Acts 2:42 - And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers.
Upcoming opporunities for food and fellowship at Peace:

HOT CHOCOLATE & COOKIES
On Sunday, December 15th after 10:30 service there will be a Cocoa & Cookies Social. 
Consider making and sharing your favorite recipe as we enjoy a time of fellowship downstairs. 
There will be Christmas music, a holiday gift/decoration making station, and of course yummy 
treats to enjoy.

CHRISTMAS EVE HORDERVES
Between the 5:30pm Family Service and the 8:00pm Candlelight Christmas Eve services, heavy 
horderves will be served downstairs. Pastor’s father John and his brother-in-law Bill have 
offered to bless our congregation with this treat.

SOUP & SANDWICHES
The Sunday before the Super Bowl, January 26th, we will hold our next block party. We will 
have soup in a bowl and deli sandwiches after church. Have a great soup recipe? Make some to 
share and be sure to invite the neighbors!

+ HYMN OF THE MONTH: 
O Breath of Life #152 SJ

"O Breath of Life" was written by 
Elizabeth Porter Head, the 
daughter of a flour mill manager’s 
daughter. “Bessie” was involved in 
mission work in South Africa for ten 
years that occurred mostly in Post 
Elizabeth, Cape Town and 
Johannesburg where she founded 
several branches of the YMCA. 
 Her hymn “Breath of Life”  focuses 
us on receiving God’s help to live a 
life of humility as God revives his 
church, bends our pride, renews 
our hearts, thoughts and will, and 
equips us to spread His light.

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

Pictured John Babbitts with Joe 
Saski, the Scout Master of 

Troop 76.

Worship In December
Advent Mid-Week Services will be 
held December 4, 11, and 18 at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church (208 
Reese Street) beginning at 7:30pm.

Christmas Eve Worship options at 
Peace Lutheran Church:
5:30pm Family Service including a 
modern take on the Christmas story 
performed by the youth 
8:00pm Candlelight Service

New Year’s Eve worship service will 
be held December 31st at 7:00pm

Pointsetta Sponsorship
Order forms can be found in the 
bulletin over the next couple weeks, as 
well as at the back of church. If you 
would like to sponsor a poinsetta in 
honor or memory of someone, please 
fill out the form and place it in the box 
at the back and $8 in the offering 
plate. If you have any 
questions or want to call in 
your information, please 
call Amy in the office at 
570-703-0607.



Birthdays Baptism Birthdays
Alexis Cherney 10 Ed Smith  9
Tina Bernardi 14 Joy Babbitts 24
Jim Praefke 31

December

PLARN
Our plarn workers are hard at work every Monday evening. Two 
mat has been completed and more are in the works. If you have 
never attended, please consider stopping in and learning about the 
process and how you can help. Thank you to those who faithfully 
come and work together for those less fortunate.

Tickets make an excellent gift! Why not order yours this month.

2020 Council Nominations

The following members have been nominated for open 
council positions. Please pray for them, and be in 
attendance at the December 8th Voter’s Meeting after the 
10:30am worship service.
President: Jason Sauter
Elder: Tom Jones

Frank Schulze
Ed Smith

Trustee: John Kramer
Secretary: Susan Crosbie
Financial Secretary: Joyce Spies

Adirce Fornaszewski

THERE IS A LOT GOING ON . . . 
December 8 Annual Congregational Voter’s Meeting
December 11 Lessons & Carols 7:30pm at Immanuel Lutheran Church
December 14 Church Clean Up Day 9:30am
December 15 Cocoa & Cookies  Fellowship
December 17 Christmas Tea at The Lutheran Academy 1:00-2:30pm
December 24 Children’s Christmas Program during the 5:30pm Family Service

8:00pm Candle Light Service
January 26 Soup & Sandwiches Block Party

If having checks or cash on you each 
Sunday is a challenge, please 
remember we do have the option to 
set up one-time and recurring tithing 

payments via SimpleGive. If you need assistance, contact Amy 
in the church office. To make a one time payment or to set up 
your account, visit:

https://my.simplegive.com/app/giving/peac2506179

Have a special prayer need? 
How about a praise?

Please share with Amy in the office 
so it can be included in the bulletin 

on Sundays.

Join Tammy McClure and the 
Kramer family for a time of 
Christmas Caroling at the 
Gardens at Greenridge Nursing 
Home:

Thursday, December 12th at 6:30pm 

Saturday, December 14th at 6pm

Christmas Eve Children’s 
Program

Dress Rehearsal
Saturday, December 21st

10:00am - Noon

Please make plans if possible to 
have your child be part of the 

program on Christmas Eve here 
at Peace, and attend this dress 
rehearsal to be best prepared.
If you have any questions you 
can call the church office or 

speak with Michelle Cherney.

https://my.simplegive.com/app/giving/peac2506179







