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Grace, Mercy, and Peace to you from God Our Father and Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Galatians 1:11-12 “But I make known to you brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to 
man. For I neither received it from man nor was I taught it but it come through the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

Over the past several weeks I have heard the church referred to as a business several times. While it is true 
there are aspects of operating a church that must be handled similar to a business-keeping proper records, being 
financially responsible, paying salaries, maintaining property and paying bills, but the church is not a business.

One way in which this is true is that a church is not consumer driven.
There was a popular business book entitled "Who Moved My Cheese?” In the book, the author suggested 

that a business needs to jettison whatever is holding it back. This could be the very product that had been its bread 
and butter from its beginning but now is pulling it down. Examples of companies who followed this thought are 
Kodak, which stopped producing film and cameras and started produce High quality commercial imaging machines, 
or Disney when they gave up hand drawn animation. 

The church, however, is not a man made institution. It’s doctrines and teachings are not from the invention of 
the human mind. The Faith is not spread by the gifts of skillful debaters. God’s law is not open to amendment nor 
are the practices he tells us to observe.

Many churches have adopted The Who Moved My Cheese model believing that it is God’s word and His 
commands that are holding them back. They have come to believe that the scriptures have no greater authority than 
any other ancient writings. They have allowed the ordination of women and openly practicing gay and lesbian 
pastors.  Some have declared that multiple partners are part of a healthy marital relationship. Some have said the 
truth of the scriptures is a matter of personal opinion, denying the inerrancy of the scriptures for man-based 
knowledge of what we think we know from archeology, psychology and unsubstantiated scientific theories. All of 
which academic disciplines have always supported the biblical account. They have changed text and practice to 
what they believe will appeal to modern ears and be more entertaining. Many have denied being created in God’s 
image. Some have declared themselves sanctuary churches for illegal immigrants. Some have introduced the 
worship of a goddess, Mother Earth, or another biblical woman declaring that worshipping Jesus can not appeal to 
women. Some of the churches allow for infanticide and much more. All in the name of staying relevant to the times. 
 Prosperity preachers promote self-help techniques that lead to God’s plan to bless you financially. Others say what 
you can do to obtain a specific spiritual gift contrary to what the Bible says that gifts are given by God.

Traditional hymns that carry sound doctrine and teach the faith are jettisoned for songs without depth, or 
have their words changed for sentiments that appeal to the modern age.

Every aspect of the one true faith and practice is sacrificed in the name of bringing people in the doors of the 
church and filling the pews.

What these churches have forgotten is that our Faith is not spread by good marketing and chasing 
contemporary fads. People can not come of their own free will but only by the power of the God. It is only by the 
Holy Spirit by grace that true faith is worked in our hearts. It is only through the hearing of God’s word preached and 
taught properly, balancing law & gospel in truth, that all people can be disciples and follow their Lord. It is through 
our gathering together to receive God’s gifts, baptism, His body and blood, confessing our sins and receiving 
absolution, and the fellowship with fellow believers that we can be strengthened and follow as God intends.

So the cheese of the church can never be moved. As long as there is sin there is only one solution. The one 
thing needful, the all atoning work of our Lord. No addition or subtraction of this can ever make this more powerful. 
The churches who see the church as a business miss the fact that what the world needed when there were only a 
handful of disciples is the same thing it’s missing now- knowledge of what Christ has done on the cross, the empty 
tomb, and Christ as a real active presence in our lives.

SDG,

Pastor John
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Working in partnership with God's people to raise up a new generation of faithful Christian men and women!

News of The Lutheran Academy!

Visit and share the Academy website at anytime at www.thelutheranacademyscranton.org

Friday, January 31st from 7:00-9:00pm

ALL are invited to an evening of games, food, 
and fellowship at The Lutheran Academy. 

Come get to know the students and families 
of our school.

Game night is held the last Friday of each 
month throughout the school year. 

Mark your calendars now to participate.

Lutheran Schools Week 
January 27-31, 2020

National Lutheran Schools Week provides nearly 2,000 preschools, elementary schools and high schools with 
the public opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work among us in schools of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.  
We thank God for the opportunity through our school, The Lutheran Academy, to provide excellent academic 
preparation for the children we serve. We are most grateful for the opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing love with 
children and their families.
National Lutheran Schools Week gives us an opportunity to proclaim these great blessings within our community. 
Lutheran schools are amazing incubators for faithful witness of God’s love for us through Christ by teachers and 
students alike.

During Lutheran Schools Week, we will spend time each day in 1 Thess. 5: 16–24 being Joy:Fully Lutheran.
Monday: Joy Fully
Tuesday: Thank fully
Wednesday: Peace Fully
Thursday: Faith Fully
Friday: Hope Fully

Please pray for our school and all those in the LCMS. Pray for each student and their family. Pray for our 
teachers and staff. Pray for our Board of Directors. Pray for the families we have yet to meet and serve. 
Pray that all of these and more will know God’s love and mercy and will live every day full of JOY, THANKS, 
PEACE, FAITH, and HOPE!

Thank you for those who came and enjoyed the Festival of 
Lessons and Carols in December.

The students were so happy to be part of the Advent service 
and share their gift of music.



Remember to ask:  "How can I pray for you?"

Pray without ceasing -  1 Thes. 5:17

CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES:
On December 1st, we welcomed the newest members of 
Peace Lutheran Church: Mary Smith, and John and 
Terri Kramer.

The Fellowship of the Believers
Acts 2:42 - And they devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers.

Upcoming opportunities for food and fellowship at Peace:

FOOTBALL FELLOWSHIP
Hey, If you like football, or fellowship, or food please join us on January 12, 2020. We’ve got 
something for everyone!  

For children who want to cook, they will be making Pizzas and Soft Pretzels. For men who 
want to watch, we will be watching the two games on a 65” screen TV. Root for your favorite 
teams or against your despised rivals. Ladies if you’re a fan jump into the fray, if you’re not a 
fan but would like to have some time to talk about more than school activities and have 
something to eat while your children do the cooking, this is for you as well! Other goodies will 
be there for your dining pleasure.

We will be set up downstairs in Peace Lutheran Church from 12:30 p.m. until the game that 
starts at 4 p.m. ends but no need to Rush out after the last game. You can stay as long as you 
want!  If you plan to bring a bag of chips, or a drink, or some of your favorite snacks to share 
please let us know.

SOUPER BOWL BLOCK PARTY
Come join us on January 26th at 12:00 for a soup pot luck. Everyone 
is invited to bring the soup they make best and share as we spend 
some time in fellowship! Maybe you have a soup you haven’t tried but 
would love to. Please come and taste the cooking, and as always there 
is no cost all you need to bring is a good appetite! Oh Yeah and a 
friend(s). Downstairs at Peace Lutheran Church.

Do you have some ideas for fellowship and/or events to be held at Peace? You will find a 
suggestion box at back of church. Place your ideas big or small in the box.

+ HYMN OF THE MONTH: 
Jesus Loves Me #588

The words first appeared in a 
novel written by Susan Warner 
who wrote under the pen name 
of Elizabeth Wetherell. The 
novel “Say and Seal” was  the 
best selling book after "Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin.” 
In the book, a student by the 
name of Johnny Fax is 
comforted while dying by his 
Sunday school teacher Mr. 
Linden who speaks the words 
to him. 

Susan and her sister Anna were 
the daughters of Rev. Thomas 
Warner who served as the 
Chaplain at West Point. Neither 
Susan or Anna married. They 
did conduct Bible Studies for 
the cadets during their lives. It 
is believed that Dwight D. 
Eisenhower was one of the last 
cadets to attend one of Anna’s 
bible studies who died the year 
after Eisenhower graduated.

Church website:  www.yourpeace.org           Office email: amybetts@yourpeace.org              Phone: 570-703-0607

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH:
“Sunday Supper Fellowship” 

Starting in 2020, Immanuel and St. John - Pittston will be hosting a once-a-month potluck dinner and brief Bible 
Study in the Parish Hall (Located at 238  Street). 
The first one will be held on Sunday, Jan. 12, starting at 5:00 p.m. Come and share a meal with your fellow 
members of the Lackawanna Lutheran family. For those that like to play some board games, feel free to stay 
longer after the meal and brief study. Open invite, bring a friend!



Birthdays Baptism Birthdays
Tammy McClure 3 Nora Betts  2

January

PLARN
Our plarn workers are hard at work every Monday evening. Three 
mats has been completed and more are in the works. If you have 
never attended, please consider stopping in and learning about the 
process and how you can help. Thank you to those who faithfully 
come and work together for those less fortunate.

2020 Church Council 
On Sunday, January 5th, our 2020 Peace Church Council 
will be installed and blessed during the 10:30am worship 
service. Thank you to those listed below who were 
nominated, elected, and willing to serve our congregation.

President: Jason Sauter
Vice President: Kinsley Black
Treasurer: Jessi Black
Elders: Tom Jones,  Frank Schulze, Ed Smith
Trustees: John Kramer, John Schultz, Jim Praefke
Secretary: Susan Crosbie
Financial Secretary: Adirce Fornaszewski

THERE IS A LOT GOING ON . . . 

January 12 Football Fellowship
January 26 Soup & Sandwiches Block Party
January 31 Family Game Night at the Academy
February 1 Presentation on Celtic Evangelism by Rev Steinbronn
February 9 Annual Pancake Breakfast fundraiser for The Lutheran Academy

9:00-12:30 at Peace

Have a special prayer need? 
How about a praise?

Please share with Amy in the office 
so it can be included in the bulletin 

on Sundays.

Monthly	Prayer	Calendar
For January, we will be praying for 
Students of Concordia College in 
Bronxville, NY. 
	
Pray for them to filled with the knowledge of 
God’s will with all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding to help them walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
God, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God. That 
they would be strengthened by God with all 
power according to his glorious might for all 
endurance patience with joy; giving thanks 
to the Father that they have qualified that 
person and us to share in the inheritance of 
the saints in light and that He has delivered 
that person and us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred them to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son in whom that 
person and us have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.
 
This is the prayer of St. Paul for the 
Colossians. We will then send that person a 
note letting them know that as a 
congregation we have lifted them up in 
prayer. 

Rev. Dr. Tony Steinbronn will be at Peace Lutheran Church on 
Saturday, February 1st from 10am- 3pm. 
He  will do a presentation on Celtic Evangelism plus some slides from being a 
"church for the unchurched" -- both presentations are developed from books by 
George Hunter III.

If you’re unfamiliar with the Celtic evangelism model it focuses on how starting 
with St. Patrick the Celtic model was able to reach more pagan peoples than 
that which evolved through Rome and so has great lessons for us reaching 
people in our own time.

Cost is only $5 a person to cover lunch. Please RSVP by January 26th so we 
can order the correct amount of refreshments.

Rev. Steinbronn holds a doctorate in Missiology and served for a time as a 
missionary in Africa. We hope you will make time to come to this educational 
event!



• Romans
• Death
• Life
• Angels
• Principalities
• Powers
• Present
• Height
• Depth
• Created thing
• I Corinthians
• Wisdom
• Interpretation
• Knowledge

• Faith
• Healings
• Miracles
• Prophecy
• Discerning Spirits
• Speaking in Tongues
• Galatians
• Love
• Peace
• Long-suffering
• Kindness
• Goodness
• Self-Control
• Faithfulness
• Paul

Can you figure out what verses created our word search for this month?






